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AND 
PERSECUTION. 


Being a ſeaſonable Inquiry into theſe 
two Things: 

Firſt, Whether thoſe Noxconformiſts,who otherwiſe 
think Subſcription lawful, are therefore obliged 
to forbear it 299 their weak, Brethren do judg 
it unlawtul ? 

Secondly, Whether the Execution of Penal Laws 
upon Diſſenters, for non-communion with the | 


| 


| Iherein 
They are pathetically exhorted to return into the 
Boſome of the Church, the likelieft expcdicnt to! 
ſtop the growth of POPERY. 


By WILLIAM ASSHETON, D.D. 
Domeſtick-Chaplain to his Grace the 
Duke of 'O RMOMND. | 


London, Prindgd by F. D. for R. Royſton in Amen 
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7 6the Mufti ious his i Gear es 
' "FAMBS Duke of Or- 
| mond, &c. Lojd Steward 


of bisM ajefty's Honſhold, 
i Chancellorof the Unrverſr- 
| tres of Oxford & Dublin, 
| Knght of themoit Noble 


Order of the Garter, and 
one of his «May efties most 
| Honomble Privy- Council. 


May it pleaſe your Grace, 


OW thrs ſmall 
TIra&t will be 
look'd upon, if 

at all pyn my diſ - 
fenting Brethren, 18 no very 
hard matter to conjecture [ 
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am now ſufficiently inſtru&t- 
ed what entertainment tO ex- 
pect from theſe men, who 
are ſo far from being con- 
vinced either with mane, or 
any other mans Arguments, 
when inconſiſtent with their 
Intereſt, that (as late exper1- 
ence hath prov'd it) they 
dare not believe their own. 
They are ſo hardned with 
Prejudice,blinded with paſ- 
/-0n, byafled by ſome falſe 
yet plauſible Principle (w® 
they muſt not recant what- 
ever betides them ) that tul 


P 
, 


God ſhall pleaſe to mould 


tznem , by a method belt 
known to hunſelf, into a 
more 


— 
— 
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more humble frame: all the 
faying, and Writing- in - the. 


+ worldwill be vain-and tono 


purpoſe. And therefore were 
| 1tnotfor theſe two Conſide-» 
| rations, Firſt, in Compal- 
f10n to their poor deluded: 
Projelytes; many of 'which, 
having neither Heads nor! 
Hearts to inform themſelves 
rightly in the true ſtate of 
Things, do follow tamely 
after (qua 1tur non qua' enn- 
dum) 1n animplicte-behet,, 
that that muſt needs be the 
right way which they ſee 
fuch $kiltul Guids to have 
taken before them: or elfe 
wereitnot, Secondly, _ a 
ue 


cioticeeie our a onal: 
tolecurethem, asfar aspol- 
ſible, from the infimating 
Artsof ſuch as lie in waitto, | 
deceive; wemightthink our ! 
ſelves Cciently diſchargd | 
from any further Debate of 
theſe points m Controverſie 
betwixtus ; which have been 
ſofully diſcufs'd by y luncyy 
of our * Land wy 
cularly Bp. Sanderſox and 
Mr. Hooker) and ſo excel- 
lently clear'd from the Ex- 
cepttons of Novellifts; that 
more need not be ſaid for 


the Satisfaction of any Intel- | 


gent man, that will bu firſt 


take the pains to read the 
Books 


—_—— 


Ez 


Ie is theſe Motives chie- 
and not any compliance, 


rther than D#ty and Rea- 
ſon. require, with the times. 
(the ready Objection. agaunlt 
Mg : God pardon their un+ 
righteouſne& who fo mif- 
judge) that occaſion'd the 
Treatiſe, "The (haritable 
deſign 


m of which, is ta direct 
and inſtru thoſe Rekgous 


| well-meaning People, whoſe 


honeſt Simplicity hath been 
abuſed, and their weak ( ox- 
ſciences 


Tho Epitle 


= clences ex miſghidedb be certain, 
- thatthey may if poſ- 
S be again reduc'd into 
their right mind, and then 
confirm'd and eſtabliſh d 1 
their good belief, - out of. 
which they, . have ſuffer > 
themſelves tobe wrelted, by. 
the cunning Engines of tho I 
thar are chief Factors for the. 
Faction. 'To which defira- 


ble Ends, if. (through Gods 
Bleſſing). hor thels, or any. 
other 0 my ſtender Labours 
ſhall be in "he leaſt Inftru- 
mental. T ſhall then little Va- 
lnethar Clond of ( alunzy, in; 
which the Exvyof ſome, and. 


Intereit of others have en- 
deavour'd 


a th nd UA io... * 


Dedicatory: 
deavour'dito obſcate me, 

o\ As:to-the Srele; 1 myft 
confeſs, I have deliver'd:my 
Thoughts with-ſuch plain- 
neſs and-freedom;! as a Snb=" 
ject of:this nature did ſeem 
to require; and yet: 1 hope, 


- withoutall eitherGall of bt- 


terneſs or Leavenof partiaby 
ty. Thoſethatiareofacon- 


trary padgment may poſſibly? 
beoffended at me (for Guilt 


we know. 1s gaul'd. and ten-, 


der) and thereforel-ſhall re- 


mind them; That hewho 


hath commanded” | us -t5: 


pleaſe all, men, doth only re- 
quire it to their Eayjicarion,” 


; Whether 


Wheker i thus FRO 
itq T reatiſe' I have-:done ſo 
or:fo, t _— _ T heir 
toperuſe it;  However,ſuth: 
as'3t 3s, þ do! very: by 

efent it ts the Service of | 
and his C{hn/cþ under: 
yoar Graces Protedtion : as 
unto whomby — Ti 
tie-It moſt proper _ 
th, Firft, ao refined of thas 
encouraging TP arronage, to- | 
gcthier. with the acceptance 
of his former Labours whit 
the eAutÞoriores'teave; it 
Ig 
public 
$ econdl (Dork of theF nd 
an 


- | l \of ' " E ”_ ent 
-FYPork which 6, by on. 
Ole inthe TW and 
Pears tithe State of beth 

whicthy,- mnder God-and the 
King, how great a Defence 
your Grace ever been; 
your eminentLoyaltyto both 
their Majeftres (our preſent 
Sovere:gn and his Royal Fa- 
ther) expreſt in many ſignal 
Actigns and, Swferings ( too 
BYE! be repeated by fo 
meana Pen as mine) doth a- 


TheGod of Heaven mul- 
tiply his Bleſſingsupon.your 


To Grace, 


—"T 4 0 = R _ : "- - 3 f : ly 
R : 
i . by - 
The ,&c 
<7 2 . 


Datcheſs, and your: 


Peace and Profperity here: 


13 hereafter, So prayeth, 


Your Graces Chaplain in 


BE ef all Dutiful Obſervance, 


 William« Aſeton. 
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. Grace, your eminently ? ery 
| H Vt ; 

ous Family ; Continue your 

and crown youwith his Glo- 
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HE late, and I think juſt, 
apprehenſfions of the 
growth of Popery having 
awakened Authority into 
ſome ſeaſonable Endea. 

FS” yours for the ſuppreſſing 
of it; The Clergie of this Nation have 
thought themſelves oblig'd, both in Pref 
and'Pu/pit, to encourage fo good a work. 
For, though our People are ſo highly pre-: 
judic'd againſt her DotFrines ; That many 
of them know no other R#/e, whereby to 
judge of che ſoundneſs of their Texers,than 
by the greater or leſſer diſtance they have 
from Popery ; yct being deſirous that R-- 
[32ion ſhould be the Ob;e&t of their Chotce 

_ not Gharce; and that the practice of it 
ſhould be grounded upon the clear 2vidence 
of Truth and Reaſon, as well as Cuſtom and 
Education, to: which the greateſt part of 
Mankind owe their particular Perſwafſtons; 
Several Tyeatiſes' have been lately writ ; 
wherein the Proteſtant-Catholick Dotrine 
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The Introduction; 
is fully ERibliſhed , and the Romiſs Ob- 
jettions, or rather Flourithes, (for indeed- 


they are no better) are as ſolidly anſwered. 
An Undertaking not altogether ſo unſea- 
ſonable as ſome Perſons, who would be 
thought. wiſer than their Brecbren,arc plea- 
ſed ro judge. For, though it be indeed 
true ; There is vothing new under the Sun: 
and the Arguments are ſtill the ſame, at 
leaſt ſo far as the Cauſe is ſuch: yet the 


Repetition of them, in this ſcribling Age, 


can never he unſeaſonable, it being not 
only ,profitable bur neceſſary, that the A»- 


tidete be applicd as often. as the Potſor is., 


infuſed, 


This very Conſideration (that I may give 
my Reader {ome thort Account of the fol- 
lowing Dr:ſco;ſe) hath awakened me into 
Action. Not out of any vain Confidence 
ot my 461/41ties ( though we are all apt to 
think well of our ſelves) but rather out of 
a juſt ſenſe of my Duty ( remembring the 
fal Doom ct the unprofitable .Seryant ) 
I hat I might contribute ſomething to the 


[12a and a Protezlant. 


Defence of my Dear Mother the Gharch of 
Exgland; which through. the.good Provi- 
deacc of God hath nour:ſhed-me up 4 Chr-, 


In | 


h 


| 
[ 


— . 4. 
ren 


"Roy 4 * - 


=. = 


Tnorderto.chis performance, Ihad mada 
2 colletion of ſome ſuriable Materials 
againſt the Charch of Rome {at preſent the 
moſt noted Enemy of our Rel:g/on) fully 
intending to have put them into form, and, 
with the approbation of my Superiors, at; 
the beginning of Term,to make them pub- 
lick, Whillt I was thus deſigning I occa- 
ſionally met with this paſſage in Biſhop 
Saxderſ®, © Prudent Statiſts forbear to 
<« advance againſt 2 potent Enemy abroad 
< till they have compoſed ſmaller ©yar- 
<« rels and Mutinies at home, We think 
© it therefore more needful, ſeaſonable, 
<« and expedient, to clear theſe Points ir: 
« difference betwixt us and our Brethren at 
| *home, then to handle any of the Cortro- 
| «werſies in debate betwixt us and thoſe 
| © of Rome. Both becauſe the People are 
| ** in moredanger of betng miſled by rheſe, 
<«c then of being ſeduced by Papiſts;zand be-. 
<« cauſe the Papiſts make a great advantage 
* (indeed the greateſt, andin a marner the» 
{ < whole advantage they have aga:uſt us)of 
<« theſe jews. Bens, | 
Thus that excellent Prelate; whoſe ju- 
dicious Determination ſo perfectly altered 
my purpoſe (this is a plain and true heart- 
ed conteſſion) that quite contrary to my 
B 2 former 
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foritier -intehtions / leaving the Romaniſt 
fo'the managernent of ſome abler Pens) 
F have onee more thought it tay duty to 
Addreſs my ſelf to my Brethren of the Sepa- 
ration, humbly-intreating them for the love 
of God, and the comfort of rheit own Sowls ; 
as they -tender-ithe Peace of the Church, 
and the honour of oyr Religion , and in 
compaſſion to thouſands of their Chriſtian 
Brethren, ho arc otherwiſe in orfat dan- 
per to beeither miſled or ſcandaliz'd; That, 

aving firſt thought it poſſible tor them- 
ſelves to 'be miſtaken, they would then 
not over-haſtily reje, either 7:7e or any 
other mans Admonitions, becauſe tender'd 
by thoſe who ſtand better affected to their 
Perſons than Opizions, They have indeed, 
upon occattzn,been tully reminded of their 
Daty (and 'tis Charity you know to in- 
ſtrat our we-at Brethren ) but they are ſo 
vainly exalted with the P/anasts. of their 
own Parties, with whom they chiefly con- 
vrerſc, thar ſome farther Advice may be no 
unſcaionable undertaking. 


Experience hath proy'd it, that to be | 


Popular and applauded is a very pleaſing 
thinz. To be cheriſhed and courted by: 
ſuch Perſons as way think us in ſome 
meaſure 


» 
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T he Introduction. 
meaſure qualified for their black'deſigns 
is at firſt very grateful to the fleſh, bur'in 
the exd, without Repentance it will prove 
bitterneſs to the Spirir, However in the 
#nterim is it not -offly deplorable, that men 
otherwiſe of excellent Parts and Improves 
ments; which might be eminently ſervieea 
able to the (hurch of God, ſhould thus abuſe 
their Learning to the maintenance 'of & 
Schifm 5 and inſtead of. winning Souls to 
Heaven, with bufic and curſed diligence 
compaſs Sea and Land to draw Proſelytes tg 
a Party. | | 
- - The RefleQion is very ſcaſonable,thould 
T remind them of this Truth, That next to 
the burying of our Talents through Sloch; 
"Tdltencſs or Debauchery ( the Dev!/'s firſt 
| Tempration to all pregnant flouriſhing Inv 
| proyements) his chief onſet, in» which > 
too often prevails, is out of a pretend 
'negle&t of mens parts and worth to chafe 
them into a Fad#/on, By which ambitious 
-workings of ſome turbulent difcontented 
Spirits, Chriſtendom' is more endamaged, 
than by.all the open Prophaneneſs and De- 
bauchery in the World, For this latcer is 
{ ſogroſs and palpable, and of ſuch noted 
” Obſervation, that no man, withour the 
- higheſt violence co the Prineiples of Rea- 
fa B 3 {ez 


hs 
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3 The TitrodHction: 
fon; can with any confidence, attempt its 
vindication.” But in the other, Satan doth 
fo transform himſelf” into an Angel of L'ght 
There is ſuch gilding, plaiſtering, and var- 
niſhing of their ugly deſigns, with, The 
gare of Souls , The Glory of God, The Re- 
formation of Abuſes ; That men of good * 
hearts,but weak heads, axe by theſe painted | 
outfides very frequently impoſed-on, 


IT doreally compaſſionate theſe poor de- 
luded People ; many of which I am confi- 
dent, as tothe main intention, are truly 
Religious ; their chief deſign being to ſave 
their Souls and come to Heaven, And. 
accordingly I earmeſtly beg of our good 
God (without whoſe Bleſling all other en- 
deavours are ineffeftual) that by reducing 
them into their right 22izd, I might be in 

ſome meaſure ſerviceable to ſo defirable a 
Work. ButIam afraid, they are ſo ſtrange- 
ly prejudic'd by the cunning artifice of their 
deſigning Guides that till this averſion be 
remov'd,there is a moral irzpoſſibility of pre» 
yailing wiclfthem, | | 


For when it is demanded (the liklieſt 
-method ro bring the Controverlie to ſome 
Iſſue) whence it may appear z that the 

| I Con- 
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onſtitutions of the Church of Eo2land are - 


ded ? Alter ſome 
triffing Evaſions, as their pratice 3s, - the 
ultimate Reſolupion of thoſe that deal plain- 
ly and ingenioully is this : For my ows 
part [ mu#t confeſs, T do not very well under+ 


ſo unlawful as is pretended? A 


ftawtl theſe things ,, I am no Scholar, and fo 


Fanmot diſpute th caſe with Jon, \. Put there 


are ſeveral honeft Now confer Moniſters, 


whom I think to be very Learned and Rele- 
gious men, that have often told me ſo; and 
[ am willing to believe them. But nowa 
lictle further to diſcover the Chear, If you 
askeven theſe Teachers themſelves; How 
they come to be aſſur'd , that any of our 
Ceremonies are unlawful 2 And ſince what- 
ever is unlawful is contrary to ſume Law, 
if. you. ask them, for inſtance, by what 
Dictate of the Law of Nature, or by whar 
Text of Scripture, the Uſe of the Swp/ce, 
kneeling ar the Enchariſt, the Croſs atrer 
Baptiſm, 5c. -arciorbidden.s Aitter ſame 
miſerable exploded ſlutfling (02 audita re- 
fero ſed experta) their ſureſt Aſylum where 
they neſtle themſelves is this-: that though 
they dare not declare theſe things to be intrin- 
ſecally unlawful (God forbid they ſhould con- 
demn ſo many Godly Conformiſts) yet finse 
ſeveral good People do think them ſo, and can- 
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. got by any means | be reconciled to them, 
therefore leſt the progreſs of th! Goſpel ſhould 
be ſtopty or weak Brethren ſcandaliz'd ; 
upon this very. Account they think them un- 
lawful, all as ſuch are oblig'd to forbear them, 
Having found by experience thar this Re- 
fleition, how weak ſoever in it ſelf, hath 
no little prevail'd yith ſome very ſober 
Perſons, I have thought ir worth the while 

to give a due Conſideration to,. | 


OR 
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'C A S E 
| Scandal. 


ys that I may the more eff 
cually perform, I ſhall ficſt lay 
down the Objection to the greateſt adyani- 
tage of the ObjeFors, and then Refolve it 
with as much Plainneſs as I can, 


Objeition, 


There bei , [a they, in the holy Goſpel 
ſuch dreadful” Wa dnounc'd lk 
man by whoms the Offence cometh : we ho 
it wi for eſteem'd no unneceſſary Sa e, 
if we-be very fearful of ending any of 
thoſe little, ones that belirve 1 in Chriſt : ma- 


ny 
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The Caſe of 
ny of which, as we daily obſerve, cannot 
yet receive any Satisfaction ; either that 
Conformity i is lawfpl;orthat thoſe who ſub- 
mit to itare any better than temporizing 
hes, mew of proſtiguted Corſe 
tto be gftruſted with.the care ef Gals. 
And thereforefhould we; whe are of much 
eminency and eſteem amongſt them, and 
whoſe Example will be much looked upon, 
ſhould we by our preſent practice approve, 
what thee honfſt ſober Religio d Pea- 
ple condegungt Fhis them to 
blafphs Grid 166 hob a meer 
Politick contrivance, fince they Cloths 


That.chough.the þreath of efighs 

Sails yr Prof is ſtill che CompaC nnd 
2X& for our own parts, 2 hgh me 

dare ngt «cxſ#re thoſe that do $wbſrribe (i 

their own hearts copdeinn them. gar, .nei- 

therdo we) yet we think it more eljgible, 


for the a diſtreſs, to be filext (and 
the good Lord pardon u us if we think amiſs ) 


da oY ROY 


x hatT:may give afull an Forificonj 
Ayſwer to this plauſible Objection, T hall 


COn- 


pang 6 our Coy _ to. hazard ſo many 


SENRDAL 


conſider theſe twe things, Firlt in 'thifi. 
ſball ſhew whart it is to Scandalize. Second- 
ly in hypothefs, 1 ſhall endeavour to evince ; 
That : ve5 N. C. who think Subſcription 
lawful (and to theſe only Tam nowaddref- 
ſing my ſelf)axe really,accordingt to'the true 
Theological Notion of the word, very 
highly guilty of that Scandal through their 
27. Silence, whith by their Conformity 
they might eaſily avoid, But betore Tat- 
rempt any partzeular explication of Sean 
dal, 7 aylt {rave leave to remind. 
der of a very .cotamon yet atijorays mil. 
take : which 1 cannot better expreſs than 
in the words of the Reverend Mi. Baxter, 
in -his Cure of Church Divift tons, P. 133 


© Indeed the word Offend) hath occafi- 

© oned «the miſtake of many, to'the great 
© enſnaring of themſelves and Pe. Of- 
c Pending Rides Ggnificth only Uiſptea- 
*ſing or grieving another, And this is 
«© not the Scandal which theScripture ſpeaks 
« againſt, Abundance of well-meaning 
6 Pe le chap thought, that they muſt-ndt 
y. form,:Or words, Or order, Or ac3ton 
eetully if it be indifferent *in itſelf ) 

(cl others are di leahn ores orpeiey'd-at : 


Fbecauſe they think thar is Scarda!, Many 
SY pcrſons 


= perſons pretend the- ayoicing of Scandal, 
© only to flatter oe party,. and to preſerve 
© their Reputation and Intereſt with that 
© Side -which they are lotheſt to dpreeſe 
© And thus every Sec# ſaith : If you do this 
* or that, you will ſcandalize and offend tna- 
.*ny good People , meaning_their own Side, 
< But they neyer regard. how many others 
* they ſhall really ſcandalize by the.con- 
< trary. 5 Ne ns 
Cc 


© weakeſt Judgments and the ſtrongeſt Wills 

«and Paſſions, rauſt rule all. the world: for 
. theſe arehardlieſt pleas d,and no man muſt 
= oO. 
This being premis'd , I hope we ſhall 
. find no great difficulty about the nature of 
. Scandal,” For however Philology may cri- 
- IC1ZEC 
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| 
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ricize the word ;;-it denotes (as the learned, 
* Hooker informes us) no more but thus : *Eect: 
Men are ſcandaliz'd when they are moved led Po pag. 
or provoked unto ſin. Wherein we are not. 15: 

ſo much to look at the event what that is, 
otmiay be z as at the cauſe whence it com- 

eth. For no man is concern'd inany ſcax- 

dal that hapeneth to another, by occalion, 

of any thing done by him, neither is charg- 

able wich ic further than he 1 is guilty of 
having given it, 


Now (according to the moſt judicious | 
Biſhop * Sazderſon, who 1s beſt able to in- * Five 
ſru& us in the Caſe ) a man may become co 
_ guilty of ſcandalizing anther by his Ex- das Þe 
ample theſe four ways. 


- The Firſt is, when a Man doth ſome- 
© thing before another, Man, which is in it 
*ſelf evil, unlavfid 5 'and fi ful ; Becauſe 
, whatibever i is in it ſelf, and in its own 
*nature ev, is alſo of it ſelfand in its 
* own nature ſcaxda/ows,and of evil example. 
* Here the Rule is, Do nothing that is evil 


b x ad fear of giving ſcandal, OE. 


The ſecond way is,. when-a Man doth 


© ſomething before another, witha direct in- 
tention - 


— ———_— 


_ *}ention and formal purpale of drawing 
Chim thereby to commit fin. Here the Rule 
*is, Do nothing (good or evil) with an inten- 
* ?;0n ta give ſeandal, 


© The third way is, when a man doth 
<ſomething before another, which in it 
© ſelf is not evil, but inaiferent,and fo ac- 
© cordingly to the Rule ot Chriſtian Liberty 
« awful tox him to do, or not to do, as he 
«ſhall ſee cauſe ( yea and perhaps other- 
© wiſe commodions and convenient tor him to 
« do) yet whereat he probably foreſeeth the 
* other will take Scandal, and be occafion- 
« edthereby to do evil. In ſuch caſe if the 
« thing to be done, be not in ſome degree 
« ( at leaſt prudentially ) zecefſary for him 
*todo ; bur that he might, without great 
© inconvenience and prejudice to himſelf, and 
© any third perſon, leave it undone, he is 
© bound in charity and compaſſion to his Bro- 
© ther's ſoul . (for whom Chriſt died) and for 
© the avoiding of Scandal ,to abridge himſelf 
.in the exerciſe of his Chriſt;an Liberty for 
.that time ſo far, as rather to ſuffer ſome 
inconvenience hnmſalf by the not doing of 
it, than by doing of it to cauſe his Brother 
_ to offend, The very Caſe which is ſo ot- 
\ ten,and fo largely and ſo earneſtly infiſted 
; upon 


, * þ. << y 4 
CAN Dal; . If 
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" upon by. Sts Paul, Rom. 14. 13—21; 
<& 15. i--3. 1Cor. 8. 7-13. &9.12,22, 


E * & 10. 23, 33, Here the Rule is, Do 


* nothing that way be reaſonably forborn, 
* whereat it is like Scandal will be Ma _- 


- <The fourth way is, when a man doth 
© ſomething. before another, which is: not 
* only /awful, but (according to the exe- 
©pencies of preſent Circumſtances prohic 
© > nuuc) very behoofeful, and in ſome ſort, 
* prudentially zeceſſary for him to do, but 
* toreſeethin' the beholder a propenſion to 
* make. an Maſe of ic, and to take en- 
* couragement. thereby to commit Sin, it 
* there be not withal a great care had to 
© revert, as muchas is poſlible,the Scandal 
* that might be taken, thereat : for ®u# 
© yon, prohibet peccare cum poteſt, jubet, In 
* ſuch caſe the bare zeg/et of his Brother, 
* and not uſing his utmoſt endeavour to 
* prevent the evil that might enſue,makes 
C fim guilty. In this laſt Caſe the thing 
© is not{tor the _ of the Scandal)to be 
© left undone,luppoling it, as we now do,o- 
© therwiſe behoofful to be done; but the a(F:- 
© 0z is to be ordercd, and carried on by us, 
© for the nanny Of doing, and in all Re- 
« ſpets and Circumſtances thercunto be- 


longing, 


The (aſe of 
*longing, with ſo much clearneſs, tender- 
© neſs, and moderation and wiſdom, that ſo 
Fmany as are willing to take notice. 
© of it, may be ſatisfied that there was on. 
5 our part a reaſon of juſt neceſſity that the 
* thing ſhould be done. Here the Ry/e is, 
* Order the doing of that, which may not well 
© be left undone, in ſuch ſort, that no Scandal 
*2149, through your default, be taken thereat. 


-- Thus that learned and incomparable 
Prelate: according to whoſe Rules (which 
upon examination will be: found right 2vod 
ones) let us proceed to inquire; how the 
caſe ſtands with my Brethrez , 4. e, letus 
conſider from which of theſe four wayes it 
is, that their Subſcriptions and: Conformity 
would involve- them: in the guilt of Scaz- 
dal. | | 


The firſt Rule Tam ſure doth nothing 
concern them. Becauſe ſubſcription is ſo 
far from being ſinful, thar, according to the 


preſent Suppolition, it is not only /awful, - 


but alſo {the caſe of Scandal remov'd) con- 
teſſedly their Duty. | 


The ſecond Rule I dare freely and ex 
 anjmoacquit them from. I have more Cha- 
I rity 


— 


- a 


s.Y 


" rity for them thee to thi 
therwworld /abſcribewathia direct intention 


. =p wah 5, as ” 
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by their Example, to commir any Sins 2:75:13 


« Ayo: the 2hird:Rwte,: Tmuſt 'tonfels ; 
there is a very tender 'yegard tobechad th: 
the Conſciences of weak Chriſtians, as thoſe 
Scriptures vited* our dts Se; Paw!'s Epiftics 
do abundantly prove; | But that thig is 2d! 

coarngement tomy Brethrens Sulencey, 
doth eafily: appear -by  conſideringy-That, 
the cubjes matter of 'that forbearanbeand/ 
indulgence which the: peſtle ih thofelples 
ces requireth, muſt be ſomething ſoipkrety 


indifferent ; as that it may be citherdexr.an * 


elle letr: #2doxe, and both theſe :without: 
Siny ' And ſuch, IamAure, Subſcription is 
not ; it being (as was formerly hinted)\.no 
indifferent aition , but a neceſſary Duty, 
Whicti aſſertion, how peremptory -focveF it 
may*be thought, 1do thus farther: prove. 
from the words of Mr. Baxter, whole 4u- 
thority though it may not ſtill prevail. with 
themyyer his Reafon ſhould, 


we 5 \ M 
" that any of 


” 48 
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+ If Scripture make it' not a Sin, The Mag:i- TPrincip. 


fates command will wake it a Duty. . © 


Y -- But 


of Love, 
p-57. 


"The C4 : of 


r ah Golpomle awh mot make arts | 
Sm(for:F amnow. —_ with tale; b 
think at: awful) c ate on 


- Exgo:bis Majiſties. Gronnend, in the At 
of Upiformity doth make it « Duty, © 
<A 9112 ; 

:- Wo fee then that Subſcription isa Dy 
Bur my.Brethren will reply;the ets aan 
Scand is likewiſe a Duty, Weare com- 
manded:'to obey Authority, and: we are 
kewiſe commanded not to offend qur weak 
Brethren. How muſt we thereiore behave 
our-ſelves, ſirice ſomething muſt of neceſ- 
fitybe:done : either we mult ſubſcribe, and 
theni'weare cenſur'd'as nncharitatt(e ; or elſe 
not ſabfsrtbe, and then we are AFCUS G08 
—_— | 


- Forthe unty ing wok this knot we ate to 
compare the Caſes of Scandal and Diſobedi- 
exce together ,.that ſo we may be ableto 
judge, .when there. ſeemeth to be a x 
nancy betwixt them,. whether. of the. bs 
is the greater Duty, that ſo the other as the 
tefs, x ao it ſtands m- competition wn it, 


may ccale to oblige. 


Now for this the Ryle is certain and 
equitable ; 
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equitable ; Fhat the reſpect of. rivate 
Scandal ceaſeth, where lawful pris 
determineth our /berty : and that reſtraint 
which proceedeth from ſpecial Duty, is of 
ſuperiour Reaſon to that which proccedeth 
but from common, Charity , and that: we 
__ to, bear a greater regard to our Pub- 
bc (rovernonys, then to our private Bre- 
thren.; and be more careful to obey them, 
- then ſatisfie theſe ; if che ſame courſe will 
not in ſome mediocrity ſatisfie both. And 
the Reaſon is ; Becauſe where we are nor 
able to diſcharge both z Debts of Fuſtice 


are to be paid before Debts of Charity, 


Fuſtitie officia ſunt priora, et ſtrictioris obli- 
gationis , quam ills que ſunt C harit atis. 
Ameſ, Medul. Theol. p. 62. Now the 
Duty of Obedience is debitam Juſtitie,and a 
matter - of right : my Supetior may chal- 
lenge itat my hands as his dze; and 1 do 
bim wrong af I withhold it from him. But 
the care of nt giving offence is but debitant 
Charitatis, and a matter but of Courteiie: 
I am to perform it to my Brother in Love, 
when {ee cauſe: but he cannot challenge 
it from me as his right; nor can juſtly fay 
Ido him wrong if I negle& it. - Ic is there- 
fore no more lawful for me, to diſobey the 
lawful Command of a Superiour, to pre- 

KS v<nt 
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vent thereby - the offence of one or a few 
Btethren ; than it is lawful for 'me to'do 
one man wrong, to do another a Courtelie 
withal ; or than it is lawful for me to rob 
the Exchaquer, to relieve an Hoſpital, For 
it is agreed by conſent of all that handle 
the matter of Scandal: That, We may not 
commit any Sin whatſoever, be it never ſo 
ſmall, 'for the avoiding of any Scandal, be 
it never ſo great: But to diſobey lawful 
Authority in lawful things, is a Sin againſt 
the ft Commandment. Therefore we may 
not redeem a Scandal by ſuch our Deſobed:- 
ence, nor refuſe to do-the thing command- 
ed by ſuch Authority, whoſoever ſhould 
take offence therear. - J 


If this do not yet fatisfie my Brethren, 
but that they can ſtill, boa fide,*Declare; 
Thatif it werenot for tearof: ſcardalizin 
weak Chriſtians they would coform:.I ſhall 
then defire them ſeriouſly ro peruſe the 
Works of that judicious Gaſuiſt Biſhop 
Sanderſon , particularly his: fifth Sermon 
ad Pop. Sect. 30. p: 292. fol. Edit, and 
his twelfth Serm. ad Au. Se. 36. &c. p. 


248, But I doubt they. are ſo-afraid 'of 


Convictioz, that they dare not peruſe ſuch 
Strength and Reaſon, | 
- The 
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'” lution of the Apoſtle, 1Cor,8.13. If m*at 
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. The fogrth way will nothing relieve them; 

which doth not indulge them to negle& the 

thing becauſe others may accidentally be 

feandaliz/dat it(lince the beſt things way by 

accident produce evil effects ) bur only re- 

quires ſuch/a prudent management,where- 

by, as far as poſſible, all offence may be re- 

moved*,.” For, if we ate to forbear all our ,J3n5* . 

” conyeniences and matters of expediency, $c4o/. +4 

© when men are .ſcandalized at them, after {2 

T' . x anity, 2 
we my oe them, or offered to give par:;p.133 

"them full information ; our Chriſtian 

” Liberty in things indifferent would fn 

" theſe our times come to be juſt nothing : 

"nay our ſervitude would be greater, and 

> more unſuportable than that of the Jews 

” under the Levitical Ceremonies. + But +:4.p.135. 

" now againſt this may be objeded the reſ0- 


'” make my Brother to offend,I will eat no fleſh 
” while the world ſtandeth, 1:ft I make my 
” Brother to offend : Fleſh is of great expe- 
” diency for the nouriſhment of mans lite, 
”and yet Paul reſulves upon a perpetual 
” abſtinence therefrom in caſe ot Scandal 
” conſequent, And this example oft Paul 
? is obligatory unto all, Chriſtians, 


_'? For Awſver ; fot this fleſh may beun: 
C3 *deritood 
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The uſe of 

 derſt&vod only of fuch as wasatrificed un- 
” to Idols; for words in Scripture uſually 
” areto be reſtrained unto the ſubjet mat- 
” ter ſpoken of : and the meat -and fleſh 
” here ſpoken of in the Context, was ſuch 
” aShad been offered unto an 1dol, 


? Secondly,Catuiz reſolveth that 'tis an 
” Hyþerbole : eft, inquit, hyperbolica locutia, 
' q#74 Vix poſſibile eſt; ut quis a carnibus tota 
" vith abſhneat, fi remancat in conniinni vi- 
” 4, &C, | 


” Thirdly, Paul is to be underſtood, on- 
”ly upon ſuppoſition that the Goſpel 
* ſhould not be fully promulgated, and 
” Brethren ſhould remain uninſtruced con- 
”ceming the nature of Chriſtian Liberty z 
” for uſually tis in this caſe only, that to 
" eat fleſh involyes in the guilt of an ative ' 
” ſcandal: makes :a Brother to offend, 
» * But now if thy Brother refuſe, and con- 
** temn information : the ſhelter of weak; 
' nefs is thereby taken from him, his judg- 
” ment being now oyerſhadowed no longer 
witha meer weakhieſs ariſing out of ſimple 
** Ignorance ; -but' with a proud; and way- 
"ward, if not envious and malicions per- 
*effneſs, that is accompanied with a groſs 
ok Hat wiiful 
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” wikfyl, ind acted. 

” nolqnger then to be + cater a weak 
” on& but a proud and wilful one, and for 
” his peeviſhneſs thou mayſt. chooſe 'wh&- 
b cher thou wilt forgo thy Liberty, -- .: *! 


It . appears therefore from Mr, Frans 
(whoſe words 1 have thus largely xecited 
becauſe of his Authoxity amongſt the Pref 
bjterians.) that iny Brethren-atc'not comer 
mine;obliged ton e&t Conformity hegau(c 
their Proſelytes may thidk tic to he offend- 
ed atthem:. but only (according to this gus 

ourth Rule) they ate +fo-to manage- their 
Submiſſion to the Chand with ſuch 2 Chic 
ſtian deportment,' wheteby it may appear 
C0 others as well as: themſelves, thatiCon- 
ſcience not Intereſt; hath occaliqned: Fhebr 
Subſcription, 


Concetning which. ( that we may conk- 
der:the Caſe in. gexere- deliberative ) with 
fibmiſlidn to men of better Judgments, and 
ORs 1 give my advice as follow- 
£ 

Firit, That having firſt made a arjvate 
andbutnble C oufefſion to Almighty God of 
their fortmer Schiſms ; they would then 'be 
parades to do at: > bkckl fer the; ſatis- 

C4 tation 
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&aRian of the Church, Whidh'having per- 
form'd, if their Confe/ior be' fall and>tin- 
cere,'they are then quglified for: 4bfolation s 
the”likelieſt expedient-to bring:true Com- 
fort and SatisfaQion- to their Souls; i - Poſ- 
libly this may ſeem a very difficult task to 
fieſb apd blood , and; as ſuch,maybe reject- 
ed, not without ſome ſoorn, by  my-Bre- 
threw of: the Separation. For,:we are nei- 
thercareful betorehand"(ſuch is the depra- 
'vedneſs of our hearts) todo well: 'moryet 
willing'afterwards -( through the pride of 
ourfpirits) to acknowledge wehave:done 
amiſs, But let metell:them with all faith- 
ful plainneſs (fox 'tis no trifling about Eter- 
nity) That-as' he'who confeſſeth and forſaketh 
his Sin, ſhall find: Mercy ;, ſo this Confeſſion 
muſt bein ſome'meaſure proportionable to 
the Crimes committed, And therefore, 
though in Sizs of daily incurſion and weak- 
uf ot even in greater wickeaneff when 
ſecretly managed; ſ>-that no great Scandal 
be: oecafianed to othets ; in fuch'a:caſe, 
though it be ſufficient toco-fefimmediatly 
to Almighty God : yet as to Publick: and + 
Scandalous Sins -I nut aſſure them, That 
it & aſafe and ſure Rule ( and T hearcily 
wilh'it' were praiſed" accordingly) Pub- 

lick Yins require publick Confeſſion, | 
of} 0 ah” | Se 
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-. 24; That having thus made their Peece 

with Geazthey would then conſult the Peace 
of the Church, by iinftruQing their: weak 
Brethren. | T« converſws, confirms. Foatres, 
is the Preacher's Maze... Which Ldoi the 
more.eaneftly preſs upon them --becauſe 


if any ood may : be done upon their p. 

deluded ORR they hae muſtdoit; 
others -heing ſo far:excluded by Prejudice, 
that ſhauld' they expreſs themlclyes with 
the greateſt perſicuity that human Abilities 
.can furniſhchem withal ; nay, could: they 
ſpeak fot. only with the Tongues of i'Mer, 
-but eyen) of Azgels yet. their moſt con- 
vincing"Iaſtrucions':would na. more pre- 
vail with 'theſe People,' than the chaiceſt 
 Mafick can'affect the Ear that is ſtopr up; 
or the. moſt proper , Phyfick operate -upon 
him, thateither cannot or will not cake it. 


I do therefore earneſtly beſcech my Bre- 

_ threz, in the bowels and in the name of our 
Lord Feſua: Chriſt, and by all the love they 

bear to God's haly Truth which they ſeem 
ſo'much ro ſtand for 3. nay, I do even re- 
-quire'and Charge them, as they will anſwer 
the contrary to God, the Church, andaheir 
own Conſciences,, that they would. approve 
themſelves faithful, by giying theis beſt dj- 
I | ligence 


>»elally thoſe that Kiye their'Porlors ih 
mication ') 'concbriiing the nature and 
uſe of milifferent chings : and (vin love 
toithvir ſouls they-ure bound ) thar they 

b would not humour them in their ;pepn#ciomus 
Exprs,norſufferthentto continue therein 
for want of their' Rebote cither /in their 
ge Teaching,or otherwiſe asxhey ſhall 
ve opportunity theteunto. Tharif they 
themſelves are perfwaded ( as I doubr not 
butmiany of them are) of the /awfaineſs of 
out "Liturgy, the wearing of the Surplice, 
kneeling - at the Euchariſt, the» Grofs after 


Baptiſm withthereſtof our Conſtitutions; 
thatthey would then be ſo candictand in- 
getiyvens, as by a free arid publick-Declare- 
zioxvoÞtheir minds, to remove thoſe 'unne- 


ceflaty Scruples., which ('to promore. theix 
own private Intereſts ) they had formerly 


cheriltied and fomented, 


Thirdly , That having given- this Satis- 
faQion'to themſelves, and othets'z they 
would then be careful to adorn their Pro- 
feſſuwith a ſuitable Practice. That having 
ſubmitted themſelves tothe Government of 
the Church, they would do it chearfully, and 
with a ready mind; 20? grudginglyor as of ne- 

DT cefſity. 


530} 65 


ety; 'Whetein I'eannor bit octaſlonally 
un Pee condition of our Church , 
> og 
wounas, by her ſeeming Friends th: 

 Entnviet. Men who ſerve net the Levi fi 
ſue Chriſt, but theiyorox-Bellirs'; who corcep 
to the Alter to devour her Meorſeip, asif 
they were'only put ikxo the Prieſts Office 
for a Piece of Bread, Ant that may more 
fally explain my ſelf,” T'ritend: ſack 


Per- 
fons, who havirigſubſa56'd her Coriſtitati- 
ons, and ee Lpr be the ' lighteſt aflu+ 
rance'of. their ſubmiſſion, can yer beſo fax 
& contradiction to themſelves, as out of a 
vain compliance wich ſome People' to de- 
clare ; That for their parts — they are 
wot fond of Conformity, and could heartily wiſh 
it had never been impoſed ; yet they think it 
prodence ſo far to comply'with rhe Times as ta 
ſubmit to theſe things ; they baving \now no 
oth:r-way to live, but by the exerciſe af” their 
Miniſtry, To which 'Funition (the Tomes be- 
ins #her more favourable)they were educated 
«2d brought up. LY by 


And accordingly in praxz, when they 
. wt 6alſetl to execute the Miniſterial | Far- 
$ a #f they-may- do it ſafely, and with- 
 _outCezhre) 'tis ordinary, without any 
TIO rei: orſ2, 


S 


£8 . The. Cafe 'of 
reinorſe, (to the great:$c3»dal of poor,Peos 
ple, and the hardning them in their; Errors) 
upon all .occafions tg.neglect the: Coxſtitu- 
fons of the-Churchz;: 6. <q: If 4 zea/diue. Bro, 
ther {hal deſire to: haveihis Child $4priz'd 
without theſign' of the Ceofs; + ic thall then * 
very gtayely be cenfur'd as a ſuſpicious 
praQice;--and omitted: according}y,.;- Ano. 
ther:perhaps is too ſtiff to kneel ar, tne 
Communzion;.and delires to uſe his own Ge- 
fare ; he is readily told,he may do his plea; 
ſure. /: Andi ſuitable +to this: Though it 
cannot be avoided biit' that the Prayers of 
the Ghurch muſt be. read : yer they.are ſq 
careleſly- poſted over; that the People ve- 
ry eafily. underſtand :. they are not-per- 
formidas ari a&t ofDevo tion, but rather as 
an  inipoſed tas; which muſt of neceſſity 
be firſt:diſpatch'd, before the Seryige for 
which-they are met together can. þe.; duly 
perform'd. All which, together with the 
reſt of their complying--behaviour,: doth | 
fully confirm this Obſervation of Mr.:Bax: 
ter {Defence of th: Principles of Love,p;31) 
I foreſaw how many Miniſters and People 
that did conform with a grudging Conſczexce, 
would do more at laſt to undermine the Impoſi- 
tions, than the Nonconformiſts, This Wit: 


neſs is true: and accordingly I haye good 
| warrant 


at- n PF 
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. ' warrant from the Apott | to Ruble them 
ſparply, that they may- be ſound in the Faith, 


In order"to* which©I might juſtly -afſure. 
therh, 'Thar how-ever 'they may* applaud. 


_— 


themſelves with the title of Moderate Men 


(1know it will not pleaſe them, but E muſt 
ſpeak it _ both for the Truths ſake and 
theirs)” They are the:wvery peſt and bane. of the 
Charch-: A ir God fa 

eyes "(which is heartily pray 


- will thers acknowledg,” this is no invidious: 
Cenſure, but a very reaſonable.Reftection. : 


' But1willceſtrain my ſelf howſvever;[»- 
 dignatioy,” though juſt,'is not alwayes to 
be expreſt. The wrath of man worketh not 


the Righteouſneſs of "God; In ſhort; if God 


be God'tollow him, - but if Baal. be:God tol-- 


lowhim. = Tf Conformity be lawful, ſubmit 
to ir. heartily and without reſpe&.:! And as' 
tothoſe falſe Brethren, who are brought in 
privity and uniwares,to ſpy out our Liber- 
ty which we have in Chriſt Jeſws, that they 
might bring us into bondage: to ſuch give 
 not*place; no nor: for'an hour,; that the 
truth of the Goſpel ray continue with you: 
Why ſhould ye. any longer be ſubje& to 
thoſe Superſticious Ordinances. Touch not, 
taſte not, handle net. Wear not, Kneel not, 

I vi | Croſs 


9 
_ 
. 


nd it ever God —_ their' - 
)-they 


3 


O 


* 
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Croſs not © Stand faſt thoveforeinthe Liker- 
__ Chriſt hath made tg fred, aril. 
nod again intaugled with the yoak of tbow- 
| J 


 Butif Ba/ be God: If Conformity. be 
wlawful, if baving beg d Diretion from 
the Father of Lights in hearty Prayer, and 
havingufed all moral diligence to- ſatigfie 
your Conſciences, you cannot as-yet be 


 perſwaded of the lawkulneſs of it: O do 


not dare, for any outward reſpe&t wharſo= 
ever, to go againſt the light and checks of 
Conſcience, © yod fit contra conſcientian 
adificat ad Gehennan,is a noted truth. 


When” any of my Brethren ate con- | 
vinc'd (as.tis hop'd ſome of ther may, ha- 


q calmly confider'd the true ftate.cf | 


things) let them obſerve theſe three Rales, 
and they may be confident, the Ignorance 
or peeviſhneſs of others ſhalk never invalve 


them in the guilt of Scandal. 


Having thus difpatch'd the firt-pare-of 
my Afſertion, viz. That my Breehreng 
Conformity is not. ſcandalous, as is pre» 
tended (which if it were; ſome of the: four 
Rules would certainly bald them, and you 
fee upon Examination they have fairly e- 

ſcap'd 


ſeap'd 
cond. Pro 


[= 


to ſin bheſRgprys wayes : Firſt, by Exror in 
Fudgment. Secondly; by occafioning them 


to neglect their Duty in P#axz. 


Fiſt, By an Eprongius Fudement ;" in 
condemning the C onſtitutians of the Church 
as nile, upon which the holy Scripture 
bach caſt no ſuch impurity, The ſad.con- 
ſequents-of-which are yain S uperſtitions an: 
charitable Genſures, malicious! Refieittons, 


bitter Cortertions, contempt of: Swperiors,. 


perplexacies. of Conſtience.; with many: 0- 
ther Miſchiefs, of which it were a happy 
thing for theſe Nations if the kndwn no- 

ted 
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| ! e a 
ted behaviodr of the Nonconformiſts you X 

ſuffer: us to be ignoranc. Nor will ad- 
vantage theirCavſe,: as is uſual; t6 reply; 
That they meddle not- with theſethings;; 
nor do'' they ever make: it ther' deſign in 
any of-their Sermons, to ptove theunlaw- 
fulneſs of them: Fot,) Daid verbe'dmliam 
cum ifaita' loquitntvr ,' Since their very: Si- 
lencedoth preach-it,xnd rhat tnofeeffetu- 
ally- than the-beſt' Arguments" they can be 
”— 7 VER - For their Proſety#es ( as 
indeed moſt other mn ) being led by Ex- 
ample more than'Precept, and obſerving ſ6 
many Learned and-Goal y Divines (as they: 
are pleaſed to call them ) to negle& theſe 
Impofrtions : they are thence,as T6 think, 


rd we 


< 


_ 


upon good grounds*'encoura 
nounce them unlaywtul,- 


Secondly, By occaſioning them to neg- 
le& their Duty if" pracfice. Which ( to 
omit P4>lick Prayers, and other Thſtances 
that might eaſily be enforc'd ) doth'too: 
ſadly appear in the Sacrament of the Lords 
Swpper : Thar it 'is as neceſſary as either 
Preaching, or any other Duty of the Chri- 
ſtian Occonomy, is fo confeſſed ia Truth, 
that no man who'harh not renoime'd his 
Chriſtianity cart have the confidence to de- 

. | wy 


d 


Z'. unknown to them, for ſuch their forbear» 


3 a k CaN D-A L, 
* nyit, But alas! men are not ſo forward 
_ to gerform known Duries as they ſhould 


be. And as to this Sacrament, there needs 
no other evidence of its negle&, .than the 
bafe confeſſion of the Criminals themſelves, 
who are ſo far from being aſhamed of ſuch 
omiſſion, that with no ſmall boaſting (as if 


. they gloried in their Sin) they will vaun- 
+ tingly. tell us : You may thafik the Prelats 


for this, who,bv their rigorous Impoſition 

of that geſture of Keeling, do drive. well- 

rm Chriſtians from the Fable of the 
ora; | 


But now, if theſe Proſelytes of the $4- 


paration (ſhould be examined { and it is 4 , 


warrantable Inquiſition ) whence this Ge- 
ſture cotnes to be unlawful : their ultimate 
Refolution is this : That their Preachers 
(who they are confident have good Reaſon 
for their Ations) have thought fit to for- 
bear it : which they are aflurd they would 
not do had they nbt ſufficient cauſe, though 


ance. Whoever theſe Preachers are ( be 
their Learnins and Piety otherwiſe what it 


Will) if having granted Kneeling to be 4 
lawful Geſture, they ſhall yet omit, either 
\ through NF/izette or Deſign, to inſtruct 


D their 
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their Proſetytes herein ; When I have firſt 
reminded them of that known Rule, ©z 
ron prohibet dum poteſt jubet : I muſt then 
give it this ſad enforcement (and I beſeech 
God they , may confider ic before it is tg0 
Jate) Whoſo ſhall offend one of th:ſe little, ones. 
which brljeve in me, it were. better for him 
that a Milftone were hanged about his meck, 
and that he were drowned in the depth of the 
Sea. Wy anto the World becauſe of Offences : 
for it muſt needs be that Offences ome ; but 
wo to that man by whom the offence cometh, 
Mar. 18. 6, 7. os 


| Andnow good Chriſtian Reader, if thou 
art homo quadratus, pertetly even, and un- 
bycſs'd both 'in thy Fudgment and Afﬀection, 
(chat is toſay,neither prepoſſeſſed with ſome 
falſe Principle to foreſtall the one ; nur 
carried aſide with partiality for, or prejudice 
againit, any Perſoz or Party, tocorrupt the 
other) judge I beſecch thee betwixt the 

Church of Emcland and-thefe Diſſeaters. 


Theſe men pretend, they cannot law- 
fully, and with, a good Conſcience ſub- 
mit to the Con tirutions of the Church. But 


why all this nicencſs ? Is there any Law, * 
# ther natural or prſitive ; which doth ei- 


ther 


SCANDATT . 
ther direfHly and 12 terminzs, or by good Ly- 


gical Inferente, and immediate deduction 
condemn any of them as «unlawful? Itfo; 


| Jer ſuch Law be produc'd,” and the Con- 


troverlie is itan end, Butthey have been 
{> infinitely baffled in ſuch vain attempts 
that this procedure of late hath not been 
much prerended : but inſtead of ſuch plain, 
and candid entertainment, we have been 
ſhuffled off with the empty pretences of an 
accidental unlawfulneſs, ariſing | from the 
Diſſatisfaction of their Proſe/ytes, who yet 
imbibed thoſe Scruples from the repeated 


' clamours of their now diſſenting Teachers, + 


So that in ſhort, the vizard being worn 
off, the juggle is how very intelligible: and 
'tis plainly this, 


The Intereſt of theſe factious Preachers 
farifing from an envious Deſign againſt the 
Church) did at firſt prejudice ſeveral ho- 


neſt well-meaning People againſt her Cor- 


flitutions : and now that very Prejudice is 


made the greateſt, I had almoſt ſaid the 
only Argument to perpetuate the Schiſm. 
Myul: ſe mutuo ſcabunt — would give good 
occaſion for a Satyrical Refleftion. But I im 


ſerious, 
. D 3 How 
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How they that are guilty of ſuch Hypo- 
crifie will be able to make anſwer for their 
enfuucerity before the Tribunal of the great 
Judze ar that his Day (if yet they that do 
ſuch things can really believe there is any 
ſuch thing as a Day of Judgment to come) 
leave itro their own Judgments in this 


their day to conhder. 


Poſſibly their Lay-Proſelytes may here 
reply {for I obſerve, theſe People are-yery 
loth to yeeld, ſo long as they can find 
any thing to plead for themſelves ) 


The ſecond Objection, under which is confiller- 
« ed the Caſe of Perſecution, 


Ou who are Scholars are* enabled by 
| ib Logick to prove what you pleaſe; 
there being no Truth ſo well eſtabliſh'd, 
which may not {ſuch is the weakneſs of our 
appreheniions) be very plauſibly contra- 
dicted. And therefore, though we are not 
able to anſwer your Arguments, yet for 
over own parts we are much inclin'd to 
think, theſe Ceremonies are very dange- 
rous and unlawtul things; and that becauſe 
we blervelo many Leeragd and Godly Di- - 
Yines, who rather than they will defile 

them- 


Po 
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themſelves with ſuch Pollutions, nave not 
only ſuffered joyfully the ſpoiling of theirGocds © 
(in Ly Hos of C1 theit hvelvhoods) 
but alſo, Bends arfd Impriſonments, Baniſh-. 
ments and a thouſand other Indipnities, 
to which a Perſecuted People is uſually ex- 
pos'd. And though at preſent (*thanks 
to his Majeſties late gracious Inaulgence) 
the times look more favourably upon 
them ; yet they are till ready and pre- 
par'd, if Authority ſhall require it, to bear 
the ſame witneſs againſt theſe huwane Iz- 
ventions, by repcating their Sufferings ; 
which certainly ſach prudent Pertons 
would never do for a few Ceremonies (che 
cauſe of all this miſchief) were they ſuch 
innocent things, as the Prelates, and their 
Agents haye endeavoured to perſwade us. 


* I have formerly return'd a full, and I * Pref. to 
think ſatis/aFory Anſwer ( for it was never Tolcrati- 
yet confuted) to this plauſible Objection ,% ho 
which I think Teaſonable ro repeat as fol- - 4 


loweth, 
Anſwer. 


That which is ſaid in the firſt Place of 
* their Learning and Piety, 15 not much to 
the purpole, 
D 3 


For 
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| Siceſs For Firſt, ſuch pretences, being very ad- 


 weilgns, vyantageous to any Cauſe whatſoever, are 


ex vert- fix more common then true. The + F'ul- 

| = gar ſort ( who are chiefly concerned in the 

es P QBzjection) are no competent Fudges in theſe 

mult Caſes, but much leſs in the former then the 

eſtimat. latter. But Secondly, granting them to be 
Cic. O- as L:arned and Pioxs, as their admiring 
rat.l- Proſelytes can fancy, or my Charity oeul 

with them , yer we muſt remember, that 

the moſt Learned and Piows are but Mey, 

and therefore do but kzow in part, and are 


* Pref.be- ſanctified in par: ; and (as thelearned ® Bp, 


fre Serm Sanderſon expreſleth it) By the power ,of 


de» 6» Godlineſs in their Warts are no more ſecured 
from the poſſibility of falling into Error through 
Jemorance, then from the poſſibility 4 falling 
-+nto Sin through Infirmity ; Which ſhould 
therefore prompt us, as the ſafeſt courſe, 


to guide our Adions, not by Example, 


which* (through different Circumſtances) 
is various, and uncertain,* but by Precepe 
which 1s ſure and fixt ; not to have mens 
Perſozs in ſuch Admiration, as ro embrace 
their Opinions and Pradtiſes againſt the 
Lizht of Scripture, and Right Reaſon. 


But Thirdly, if Learning and Piety muſt | 


paſs for 4-guments (which yet they will 
: | nor, 
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not, it being nogood Conſequence, ſuch - * 


2 Learn:d and Piows Man, or ſuch a learned 
and pious, Company of Men holds this, Opi- 
p10, therefore 'tis true yet) ſay if theſe 
muſt be.ur 'd for Logick (though Compa- 
riſons are harſh, and for the moſt part odi- 
ous) I think it might eaſily appear, with- 
out difparagement be it ſpoken, | That 
there are as Honeſt, Religious, Zealous 
g00d Men, that have willingly and chear- 

Iy ſubmitted to the Church of England, as 
the beſt of them all that haye oppos'd the 


ſame, 


Our Pious Fore-fathrrs (to whom under 
God, we owe the pyrity of our Religion, and 


ſcm2 of ,which embrac'd a'Srake) had more 


moderate apprehenſions, than the preſent 
Gen:ration.,  . 

For, when the Tyranzy of the Church of 
Rome had forc'd them to a Separation (and 
that in Obedience to God, who commands 
us neither to believe Lies, nor to commit 
$i», neither of which they could avoid by 
concinuing in Communion with her) though 
they left many 'of her: Ceremonies the 
number of them being great and burthen- 
ſome) yet they thought fit to retain ſome 
others of them, and that for Order aud De- 
cency in the Service of God, | 
D 4. It 
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\ Tf itbe replyed,as uſually it is, That the 


Reformation (being carried an by thoſe that } 


were® uo 9s ny made of the ſame Clay, 
and ſubject to the like paſſiors with others) 
was at beſt but ſmall and :mperfedt, It be- 
ing beyond the wit and power of Man, ei- 
ther to foreſee, or remove all Inconvenien- 
cies on a ſudden, and therefore, that it was 
the Duty of Afer-Ages, to perfect and 
complete what they had ſo happily begun, by 
rcicoving this Rubbiſh out of the Houſe of 
God, To this I Aniwer, 


That the Topick of Reformation, is be- 
yond my deſign ; onely this by the by, IL 
with that Proteſtants, of whatſoever Per- 
ſwaſion, would be more ſparing in their 


 Refleftions upon our firſt Reformeys , for 


betides the advantage that is hereby given 
to the Rowiſh Party, we ought to confider ; 
That Abuſes are eaſier complain'd of, than 
redreſſ'd; and poſſibly, had the Men of this 
Age been in their ſtead, and under the 
ſame Circumſtances, I do, much queſtion 
( it we may take an eſtimate by theis late 
Tranſactions ) whether they would have 
brought the Work to ſo good an Ifſue, as 


through God's Bleſſing they then did, *Bux ' 
no more of this, 


Tis 
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'Tis ſufficient for my preſent purpoſe 3. - 
That ſince the cauſe of their oratin 
from Rome, was to avoid her Pollutions, 
tis evident ; That theſe Ceremonies which 
they thought fit to retain, - were, in their 
Judgment, no part of them, or any other 
way unlawful ; the which, if my diſſenting 
Brethren will but grant, ( not to talk-no 
of their /Yexpedience, of which, neither they 


nor I muft be Judges) as it is a fair ſtep- 
to end our Differences, ſo it hence'avoid- 
ably follows ; That if ſome Fious Men 
have refus'd the Ceremonies , others of as 
| =_ Piety have conform'd to them ; if ſome 
| | Learned have diſputed, others as Learned 
have defended, which may for ever filence 
that Branch of the Obje&ion, vis, The 
Learning and Piety of their Parties. 


Not is there much more weizht in that 
other part of the Objeition, 75 af from 
their Peyſecutions and _— ) which 
comes now to be conſidered. 


* A Pretence indeed very plauſible and po- 
pular ; for beſides its ſubtile Infinuations 
upon a natural ſcore, ( we being all ob- 
liged by that common bond of Humanity, 

: £9 
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compaſſionate thoſe that are in any mi- ! 
Saget trouble,: witneſs thoſe uſual re- | 
oo even for a Thief upon the Gal- 

}) it hath this farther advantage ; That 
where-ever in Scripture the word Perſecu- 
$20.38 mentioned, and that either with * 
ſome Promiſe annex.,d for the ſupport of | 
God's People (who otherwiſe might deſpond 
ynder ſuch gloomy: diſpenſations ) or of 
on Fudgment denounced, ta reſtrain the : 

y. ef their Perſecuters : I ſay, whereſo- 
ever ſuch paſſages occur ( as they do fre- 
quently in Holy. Wee) they have learned 
the Art. ( by« unpoling upon a Credulous * 
Fulger) to make the World belieye, that | 
they are thoſe perſecuted Saints, for whom 
thafe Promiſes axe: recorded, and thar all 
ſuch perſons as. are,any way employed | 
( though in Obedience ro Authority ) to 
ſuppreſs. them ,, axe Perſecuting Wretches, 
on whom, fooneg or later, all thoſe Fudg- | 
vents threatacd ſhall certainly be inflicted, | 


T ſhall not in the leaſt offend them with 
any,-harſh Invetives (:ſuch Refleftions, 
though ſome eaſe indeed to a burthened 
mind, being very little to the Subſtance of 
a Cauſe) but thall only beg their as 

an 
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aid} Charity, whikt I endeavour to unde- 
ceive them, by aſſuring them in- plain Exg« 
# L{þ (what without Repentance, they will 
] oneday find true)'That they ave-wor Perſe- 
cured as Saints, but paniſhed as Malefators, 


Arid this] ſhall (though God's aſſiſtance 


| undcniably prove in this Method" ' + 


$0 fixing che Notion, in laying down 
aclear and diſtinct 4:fnition of Peyſeention, 


2, By conſidering, how far thoſe preſent 
Sufferings, to which our Nonconformiſty are 
obnoxious, do agree with it, or difter from 
It. 

Perſecution for Religion (for of ſuch or. 
ly Inow treat) may not unfitly be thus de- 
ſcribed. I 

Tis an eager violent inflicting, of outward 

temporal Ewvils, for the exerciſe of true Reli- 
fon, a 


I call it zager violent jufliiting] fo the Lat. 


* Perſequor, and the Gr. + Aicxe do fully *3. e. con- 


t1-ue, ſer 


denote.; they both ſignifie ſo to follow, as 


* 


Heſychiu s, | 
d. 2 


IT continud- 
to mortu ſequor , inimico affetin inſequor', contiauo, aſſidue 
quero. Mart. Lex. Philolog, + i. ©. x&TY).apupavar qtu- 
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a Hunter doth his Prey, who purſues it till | 
he takes it. | | 


But becauſe theſe terms eager and w70- | 
lent, do only agree ta one ſ5rt of Perſecu- 
ton, viz, that which is furious and raging, | 
( it being ſometimes more mild and mude- ? 
rate) _ ſince definitions do expreſs the * 
#atare, but not the degree of the thing de- 
fined (as when we define Calor, we take no | 
notice of it in ſumo) I thall therefore omic 
theſe words eager and violent, and then the | 
Definition '( 1 ſuppoſe unqueſtionably Y} : 
ſtands thus: 


Perſecation u« an inflicting of outward tem- | 


poral Evile, for the exerciſe of true Religion, *| 


Outward temporal Evils) either upon the 
Body, as Banithment, Impriſonment, Tor- | 
tures, .Dcath; or upon the Eftate, as Pe- | 
cuniary Mul&s, Confiſcation of Goods ; 
or upon Reputation and Good Name,as Slan- 
derings, Revilings, Reproachful Speeches, 


For the exerciſe of true Religion ] which 
is the Ratio formalis, the conſtitutive diffe- 
rence, whereby Perſecution is diſtinguiſhed 


from all other violences whatſoever, For 
: rs | - - 


[1 } 
J letthe greateſt Reproaches and Indignities, 


{ uſh r in che molt exquiſite Tartwres, and 
| thoſe be concluded by a Death as cruel, as 
Z the utinoſt Malice on Earth, or Fury ia 
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Hell can contrive ; yet unleſs theſe Tor- 
tures be eo zom17e inflicted, for the ſake and 


5 cauſe of Reiig7on, we may call them mer- 
3 cileſs, inhumane, unatural Crzelties, (or 


any ſuch like name as can moſt fitly cx- 
preſs them) but not Perſecution, 


By Religion, (that I may yet more fully 
explain the Defizition) I mean rhe Worſbip 
of God ; by rrue Religion, the worſhipping 
of him according to his Will; the wi 
Will (though heretofore variouſly deliver- 
cd,and in different Diſpenfations, yet thoſe 
extraordinary wayes of Conyeyance being 
now ceaſed ) it bath plcaſed the Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom of God to deliver in Writing 
(by the Miniſtry of the Prophers and Apo- 
f#{es + in thoſe Books which, by way of emi- 
nency,we call the Scriptures. $0 that what- 
ever JVorſbip is not according to theſe ho, 
'Qracles, is not true and acceptable, but atf 
end vain: Inwain do ye worſhip me, &c. It 
being an undoubted Truth ; That God hath 
as much righr to appoint the way of his 
own Worſhip, as to be worſhipped. 
| l There 


| ——— 


Is 


, . +” % , 
46 
. 


"The Caſe» of 
. There are moreover, we know, two parts 
of Religion ; Credenda, Agenda, Truths to 
be believed, and Duties to be performed, |} 
m order to 'Satuatien; and in both theſe,the | 
Scripture is our Rule and Direction. 


* He therefore that is puniſhed, either for | 
believing thoſe Truths, or for doing thoſe | 
Datics, the belief and performance ot which | 
holy Scripture requireth of him ; or he that 
is puniſhed, for not believing thoſe things 
as Truths, which are but talfities and /ies, ' 
or for ot doing thoſe things as Duties, that { 
are ſinfu! ya. unlawful, he, 1 ſay, who is | 
puniſhed upon theſe accounts, is properly | 
perſecuted, 


The Caſe then about Perſecution, as it re» | 
ſpecs the Nonconformifſts, is bricfly this : 


It thoſe Inftarces,for which they are pu- 
niſhed, be no way required of them in holy 
Scripture, either for belief, or practice 
and if it ſhall appear, upon enquiry,- that 
the Chyrch of Enzland requires nothing of 
them, that is 2x fide erroneous, or in fate 
impious if ſhe neither enjoyns them to 
believe Lies, nor to commit any Sin ; if 
nor ſo, nor ſo, let the World then judze 
nh where 


 PeRSECmTiON, ay 
where the fault lies ; and who they are,thar,. 
without Repcntance, muſt one day Afwer 
; | (which I fear is now little thought on) for 
s | all thoſe Separations and Diviſions in the 
| | Church, all thoſe Diftraitions, Confuſions, 
Wars, Murders, Rapines, cc. (the natural 
$ Ccnſequents- of the former )' in the State; 
3} which theſe poor miſerable divided King- 
J doms have ſo'ſfadly experienc'd. 


 *Twill be replyed, (and. I find it no un- 
3 uſual Plea) That Preaching 4nd Praying are 
4 neceſſary Duties ; But they are puniſhed for - 
| Preaching and Praying ; Therefore they are 
q puniſhed for performance of Religious Duttes, 
* and conſequently (according to the now men- 
tioned definition) are perſecuted. 


Rs Ton oo ERR. A... EE _22. = wr SW——_ 


| They tell us, * There are certain tngf- *Prop.for 
fenſroe perſons, and they (rceaning their Ry. Sofity of 
lers) have really no more againſt them, only King _ 
rhat they meet, and pray ana preach together. K: > _ 
Innocent folks, who are dragged to Priſon foy P 
doing nothing in earneſt, but endegvouring to 
ſave their 8 ouls, | pe 


That I may, if poſſible, convince my Bre- 
thren of the weakne's and vanity of this 
planfivl: Argument ; Tie give them my 4n- 
| ſweyr 


4s The (aſe of - 
|  ſwer ( Thope methodically and clearly) in 
_ theſe following Concluſions, x 


Concl, ti. 


* By Preaching and Praying ( as they are 

the Subject of our preſent Diſquiſition ) is | 
ment the performance of them in publick, | 
not in private ;, this latter being /:bere ob- | 
ſer -ationis, ſince every man ( of what per- | 
{waſton ſoever) may not only pray with his | 
own Family, whez and how he pleaſeth, but * 
alſo preach or inſtruc them (and that with- | 
out tear of puniſhment) in what manner he | 
thinks fit, | | 


Concl.2. 


| In Preaching and Prayihg there 3s conft- | 
derable, Subſtantia & Circumſtantie, Res & | 
Moas ; the ſubſtance of the Duty, or the | 
thing to be perform'd, and the Circumſtances, | 


gr manner of its performance, 


Preaching and Praying, quoad ſubſtantiant, 
are neceſſary ; neceſſitate Precepti & Meir, 
1. e, God hath Gommanaed, and the conditi- 
on of the Church(whilſt Militant + i» v2) 
doth require,that theſe Dutics be attended. 

Not 


PERSECUTION, 

"Nor is the Subſtance only, but alſo the 
Circumſtances of theſe Duties in Theſs, and 
in the general neceſſary, 7.e. when theſe Du- 
ties are conſidered in au exercito, when- 
ever they are put into practice, we muſt 
neceſſarily make uſe of Circumſtances, ſome 
or other, x 


Concl, 3. 


Theſe GCircumſtanoes (however in Theſt 
neceſſary) in H lypotheſi and in Particular, 
are not determined in Scripture ; (which, 1 
do not mean as to their Lawfulneſs, but 
as to their being Duties) if they be, there 
mult chen be produc'd ſome clear and di- 
ſtint Precepr, perpetually obligatory to 
the Church, requiring our obſervance of 
# ſuchor ſuch Circumſtances; for this, and 
nothing elſe, though other things are pre- 
tended) can conſtitute a Religious Duty. 
Thus, though Prayer be a Duty, yet 
whether it be a Set Form, or Extemporary ? 
The M:zifter, whether habited in a Sur- 
plice, or without? His Geſture, wicther 
kneeling, or ſtanding The Place, whe- 
ther in a Desk, or at the Communion Ta- 
ble, or at both © So for Preaching, whether 
in a Gown, a long Cloak or a ſhort £ How 

Ws - many 


r 


49 


50 


The Caſe of © 
many Sermons in one day, whether three 
or twop or but oxe ; Iſay; none of theſe, or 
ſuch like, are determined: in Scr;prure to 
be our Duties ; thoſe who aſſert they are, 
muſt produce the Command making them to 
be ſuch; for Duty and Command, have 2 
neceſlary Reſpe& and Relation to one an- 


other. 
Concl. 4. 


Theſe Circumſtances (though ſtill free and 
indifferent quoad naturam, being neither 
ecmmanaded' ner forbidden yet ) muſt not be 
left undetermined quoad uſum ; z. e, Pri- 
vate perſons muſt not be left at liberty, to 
C2 what they think fit in Circumſtantials, 
as if an Agreement in Subſtantials onely 
were ſufficient  # as if there be bur 
Preaching and Praying ; it theſe Duties 
be but performed, one man may uſe a Ser- 
Form, another way pray extempore z this 
Mzzaiſter may wear the Snrplice, whileſt his 
Neighbour rejects it as Popiſh and Amti- 
chriſtian. Does not any man ( who hath 
not enſlaved his Reaſoz to ſupport a Fat#t- 
en) very cally. obſerve, that the bare men- 
tion of this Fancy, ſuch I am forced to 
call it, js its own Confutation 2 was 1t ever 
'& much as #%2ught on, but inthe heat of a 

Diſpute? 


Scandal” 


of te? Did ever any Conflitured Cherch 
e World allow ſuch Liberty 

rh my Brethyer ent; Sg convinc'd of 

the contrary ?. Tf they deny'it,l could very: 

eaſily refreſh their Memories in fo obvious 

4 Theam ; I could rurn them to their D-- 


i redory , and their Ordinances to enforce. 


it, &c, but 1 ſpate them, In ſhort, 


 EThere s ſcarce any difference ſo ſmall and 
1 fing of it, may prove dangerous an 


| to allow private perſons the Liberty, to 
order theſe Circumſtances in the publick 
Worſhip ( pro modulo Conſcientie ) as their 
own Conſcieace ( perhaps humour or in- 
tereſt ) ſhall aiZZate, is the ready way to 
deſtroy all Order and Government in the 
World. 
| Well then, to riſe yet a little higher. 
Since it is neceſſary that there muſt be 
ſome (ircumftances made uſe of in the ex- 
erciſe of theſe Duties; Preaching and 
Praying , (it being impoſſible to perform 
any Acton, and therefore Religious AQi- 
6n, without them ) and ſince Scripture 
hath determined nothing, either by requir- 
ing ſome as xeceſſary; or forbidding others 
E 2 as 


ir 


* MF, 
Newcomes 


; inconfider able,but the divulging and Propage Serm. at 
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7 ow, and inthe event intolerable : Therefore p. SI 
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* as unlawful: and {ince to leave themun- 
determin'd (for private Perſons to do what 
feems goodin their own eyes) is apparent- 
y deſtructive both to Church and Stare ; 
hat can more naturally follow than this, 
That they muſt be determined by the Su- 
pream Magiſtrate ; who by the Advice of 
his Eccleftaſtical Counci), his Convocation, 
(as in Seculars by his Parliament) may ap- 
- point the performance of theſe, and other 
Religious Duties in ſuch a warner, as is 
moſt agreable to that Apoſtolical Canon : 
Let all things be done decently and in order, 
I ad pa. therefore to my fifth Conclu- 


fon, which is this : 


Concl. 5. 


The Supream Magiſlrate muſt determine 
what Circumſtances ſhall be uſed in the Wor- 
ſhip and Service of God, lhe which Con- 
clulton, I ſhall rather ſuppoſe than prove z 
not that I chink it of leſs truth or certainty. 
than the. reſt, but becauſe our Divines, 
not only Epiſcopal, but alſo the difſenting 
Partics (with whom I am now treating) 
have pertorm'd it with ſo much plainneſs 
and {atistaction to my hand, ; 


And 


SCANDAT:; 
And though I might colle& whole Ya: 


lumns from their Sermons, and other Trea- 
tiſes to confirm this Truth, yet to. relieve 


my ſelf from the drugery of tranſcribing; 
(which is no pleaſing task) and to give eaſe |. * 


tomy Reader, I ſhall only refer him to ſome 
Places in the Collections of a Book call'd 
Tolleration Diſapprov'd, &c." which if hs 
pleaſe to turn to, and read: (as they are 
cited in the * Margin) he will do megreat 


amples of the Kings of Iſrael and Fudah, may 
ſufficiently warrant and enconrage ll. Religi- 
| ous Magiſtrates, to reform and ſettle Relig» 
0x in one Uniform way, and take care that all 
under the Government, ſhould' all. ſerve the 
Lord with one ſhoulder, this bring not a Tys 
ranny ever men, but the Privileage of the 
9 That they muſt take a courſe,” that 
Chriſtians may live a quiet and Peaceable: 
life in Godlineſs and honeſty, not in Strife and. 
Contention; which how they ſhall be able. 
to perform, if every man (concerning theſe 
Circumſtances) may hold what he pleaſe, 
«1d Publiſh and Preach what he holds, 1 am. 


E 3 nut 
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; ges fol- 

right, and hiraſelf no diſpleaſure. \ lowing, 
V#2,. P.18, 
\19,20321 ; 


From which Places it evidently ap- 13,29; 35; 
pears, That the Magiſtrate # both Cuſtos 36-37,38, 
and Vindex utriuſq; 1abulz. That the Ex *”***: 


uw The(adſe of 


not able to imagine. Theſe and many the 
like Paſſages (ſome of which I have now 
given you in their own words)you will find 
in the forecited places ; from whence I 
TI fu think it is plain, + That where the Doctrine 
ht Diſcipline of the Church doth not, or can- 
at prevail, the Magiſtrate muſt —_— his 
Goerarve Power, for reſtraint or Remedy. 

— Whichleads me to tne fixth Concl. 
__ 
: Concl. 6. 


Wi - There muſt be Eccl. Laws, Canons, or 
\* Conſtitations wade, for the aue ordering of 
theſe Circumtances. | 


- Much I grant hath been objeted by my 
diſſenting Brethren againſt theſe Conſtetut+- 
ans, both in Thefi, againſt all Eccl. Laws 
wigeneral, and\in Hyporheſi, againſt theſe of 


. 


our own Church in particular, 


As to thefsrft (for the latter is beyond 
my _ 1 think it would puzzle the 
moſt judicious . Diſſenter, to give a ſolid 
fatisfactory Account, why the Swpream 
Power may make Laws to determine Iy- 
afferent Circumſtances in Temporals, and 
not in Spiritxats ; they being both liable 

4 . , ' (in 


(in'my apprehenſion) to the ſame DiFicu!- 
ties and Inconveniences, and if the latter be 
exploded, the former (ſuppoſing they are 
faithful to their Principles) will very hard- 
ly be defended, 


Concl. 7. 


Theſe Eccl. Laws when' rightly made and 
conſtituted, are obligatory, and muſt bs obey'd. 
' The Reaſon is, Becauſe Obedience to law- 
ful Authority in /icitis & honeſtis, is a 
duty, which God itt his holy Word requi- 
rethof us. Now that is lawful, and con- 
ſequently the d-bita materiz of any htimane 
Conftitution, Eccleſiaſtical or Civit, which 
is not contrary to. any former obligation. 
Upleſs therefore the matter of theſe Cox- 
ſertutions, or the thing which they require 
us to perform, can be evinc'd (by good 
LD Deduction) to be contrary to Gods 

ilt Revealed in Scripture, there remains 
nothing but Obedzence, not only Paſſive, 
chearfulty and quietly (without murmur- 
ings and revitings) ſubmitting to the Pu- 
rniſhment ; but alſo Ative by a ready per- 
formance of the thing cotnmanded ; though 
poſſibly ir might be though very inconve- 
nient, 4 being contrary fo Edu:ation, Cn- 

E 4 ſtom, 
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ftome, Intereſt and Advantage in the World, | 
and the like. And therefore, "4, 


Concl, 8, 


IWe being not (even the beſt of us all) over- 
ready in this great Duty of Obedience, There 
are Penalties annexed to theſe Eccl, Conſt. 
(as well as to other Laws) to frighten us into 
eur Duty. Such is the corruption and fub- 
boynneſs of our natures, and ſo little are we - 
affected with the Obligations of Conſci- 

' Ence, that it is morally impoſſible for the 
moſt wholeſome Laws to obtain rheir End, 
without the Addition of Civil Saxit:oxs to 
enforce them. For, if the Laws of God, 
which are holy, juſt and good, and every 
way pericdt (they being the contrivance of 
infinite W:ſdome and Goodneſs) if theſe ate 
contemned and neglected, and (and as ſad 
experience proves it) dayly caſt behind 
our backs, when the obſervance of them is - 
inconſiſtent with ſome Bruitiſh Pleaſure g 
no wonder it thc Laws of Mer, (who not 
only,many times, want Wiſdom: to contrive, 
but alſo Goodneſs to deſign what is moſt 
profitable for their People) I ſay, no won- 
der if theſe be rather quarrel'd with and 


difputed, than ſubmitted to and obey'd. 
| | As 


PEkrsSECu TION, 
{ . Astherefore the infinite Mijeſty of Hea- 
ven, hath. enforced the obſervance of his 
1 Commands, by a ſuitable propoſal of. Re- 
wards and Puniſhments; ſo itis the Duty of 
Inferior Legiſlators, to be a Puniſhment to 
evil doers, anda praiſe to them that dowell. 
Therefore, | 


Concl. 9. 


The Supream Magiſtrate, in inflifing 
theſe Penalties, i.C. in puniſhing the Offen- 
ders againſt his Conſtitutions, doth execute 
Fuſtice, and perform his Duty. 


The end and defign of Government, is 
Salus Publica, it is to take care, ne quid de- 
 trimenti capiat Gommunitas, or in the Apo- 
ſtle's phraſe, That we may live a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all Godlinefi and Honeſty. 
This is the End. = 


And ſince no End can be attained, but 
by a due and effectual Application of pro- 
per Mears,we cannot but in Reaſon grant, 
that the Magiſtrate may employ ſuch Me- 


+ dinrw's 4s are moſt conducive to his deſired 
Ezxd. Amongſt which, zhis certainly is not. 


O 


the leaſt conliderable, (and without va, 
' | _ 4 


F; 
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all Government is" but precarious) 7s. 
A removal of whatſoever is hurtful andae- 
ftruttive to his Society. wh 


. Naw fince the publick allowarce, of dif- 
{rent Opinions, and Practices abut Cir- 
cumſtantials in R-/igio7 (particularly about 
Preaching and Praying) doth narurally im- | 
prove into contehitious Diſputes, and thoſe 
Diſputes, if not xeſtrgin'd, break out into 
GiuiltWars; for * Men will. at laft take up 
Swords api Speari inſtead of Pens , and de- 


fend by AYmes what they cannot do by Argu- 


ments. Since thitigs are thus, *Tis at leaſt 
Prudence, if not, Duty,, in the Supream 
Powet, to remove the Occaſion” of this 
Raine, by enjoyning'the Publick Prattice 
of theſe Duties in one Uniform way ; That 
all his Subjets mgy break the ſame thing ; 
and that there be n6 Diviſions any them, - 
perfeitly joyn'd together in the ſame hind, avd 
ip the ſame judgment, - NEE 


_ Iftherefore upon inquiry it do appear ; 
That the Mag ffrate hath Power to make 
Gonftitutions, tor the better ordering of 
thoſe Circumſtances, about which Scripture 
hath determind nothing, whether we muſt 
uſe or not uſe them; and if Ofenders 

againſh 


. 

SCAN DAL; 

inſt theſe Corfirmions are juſtly puniſh. 
able, it undenyably* follows ; that in pu- 
nifhing ſuch Violaters of his Laws, the 
Magiſtrate doth not Perſecute,but execute 
Tuſtice, and that thoſe Perſons who are thus 
refleted upon,are not Perſecuted 4s Saints, 
but. Pyniſp'd as Malafaitors. The very 
Caſe of our Nencorformiſts here in England. 


The Summary of theſe Concluſions (that 
wy Reader may the better apprehend them 
to be both C onſequent and Evident) is this, 


Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Du 
ties, Which cannot be performd without Gir- 
cumſtances; Theſe are not determin'd inScrip- 
ture, Nor muſt be left undetermin'd, There- 
fore by the Supream 0 Who to effet# 
this makes Laws and Conſtitutions, Theſe 
have penalties annexed to be infliited on the 
Diſubedient, The —_— theſe Penalties 
is the execution of Fuſtice,and the Magiſtrates 
Duty, But no Perſecution, Therefore thoſe 
Perſons that ſuffer 0 Penalties are mt in- 


J wriouſly Per ſecuted, but | uſt ly puniſh d, 
Quod erat Demonſtrandum. 


I cannot at all doubt, but the weakneſs 
® 
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The (aſe of 
of my Brethrens Argument (to any unpre- 
judic'd Reader) begrns now to appear. 
However, I will repeat their Syllogiſme 
once more, and then let the World judge 
who is in the Right. 


Preaching and Praying are neceſſary 
Duties. | 
But N. C. are puniſh'd for Preach- 
 *  , _#ng and Praying. 
| Therefore They are puniſh'd for neceſſary 
Duties, 4 
and conſequently are perſecuted, 


I Anſwer Firſt, by diſtinguiſhing the Major, - 


Preaching and Praying quoad Subſtanti- 
am, are neceſſary Duties, z. e, Its necefla- 
ry that theſe Duties be perform'd. Duoad 
Circumſtantias, they are not neceſſary, z. e. 
though theſe Duties be perform'd, yet it is | 
not neceflary to perform them in ſ#ch or 


ſuch a, manner, Thus though Prayer bene» Þ} 


ceſlary, yet that it ſhould be Extemporary, 
or ® a Form, is not neceſl ary; Or that 
the Miniſter ſhould be without a Swrplice,is 
not neceſſary. 


So for Preaching, though it be a Duty, 
yet 


PERsBCuTion, 6b 


. yet to preach or hear a Sermon-in a Gonven- 
, Ficle of two or three Thouſand, or to expoſe 
my ſelf to Sufferings, and perhaps, along 
Impriſonment, to the negle& of my Pro- 
Polſon, and thence the ruine of my Family, 
for which lam bound to provide, I ſay, 
to throw my ſelf upon all theſe inconve-. 
niencies, only to hear a Sermon from A. B. 
or G.D. when I may ſafely hear a much 
better from an Orthodox Miniſter, is ſo far 
from being neceſſary, that it may juſtly be 
r aid, Who hath required theſe things at your: 
ands ? 


Secondly, I Anſwer, by denying the 
Miror ; which is utterly falſe and untrue. 
They are not puniſhed for Preaching and 
Praying (they being puniſhable for their 
negleR) but they are puniſhed for not ob- 
ſerving thoſe Circumſtances about Preach- 
ing and Praying, which Authority requireth 
of them ; or they are puniſhed tor not per- 
forming theſe Duties in ſuch a manner as 
their Governors require ; or more plainly 
yet, they are puniſhed for not obſerving, 
and ſubmitting to thoſe Gonſtitutions, which 
their Governours have Eſtabliſhed, for the 
better ordering oof theſe Duties. The Ob- 
ligation of which Conſtitutions (becauſe 


they . 
\ 
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becauſe they are much oppos'd) Ile etidea- 


vour to confirm by this one Conſideration: 


Bonnmn now oritur nift ex integra Gauſa, 
There muſt be a concurrance of all requifite 


the 
2 Law, are not unduly expreſt by the 
four (auſes , Efficient, Material, Formal, 


Final; and, That Law which is not De-' 


feQtivein any one of theſe, is Fatid and 
Obligatory, But ſuch are the Conftitations 


of the Church of England, Therefore, &c. 


I. Refpeitu Cauſe Efficientis, there 1s 
ſufficient Authority and LegiſlativePower, 
2. Reſpeitu Muterie, he th 
arenot unlawful, as being contrary to any 


Law, any formal Obligation. 3.Refpeltu 


Forme, there is ſufficient Promulgation. 
4. Reſpeity Finis, Publick Peace and Safe- 
ty, (by reſtraining Diſorders, Tumults, 
Contentions, which might ariſe from Dif- 


formity in Worſhip ). is the very Reaſon 


and End of their being enacted. 
ObjeR. 


© Butts net Conſcience violated, 434 Chri- 


w 


C_—_ to make a thing good, Now 
onditiofis required to the V alidity of 


ings enjoyn'd 


ſtian Liberty i»fringed by theſe Eccleliaſtical' 
þ Con- 


; | 


| 


\ 'Þ 


ſtitutions, fivce they. determine us greaeiſely 
ad unum\ #7 the wſe of indifferent things, 
which God and Chriſt have left free ad utram- 
libet * | 


 Anſw, I Anſwer, ( seterring my Rea» 
der for farther Satisfaction to Biſhop $4x- 
derſons ſeventh Sermon ad Pop, - pag. 334+) 
That there is no Subject of Englexd (what- 
ever is-pretended to the contrary) but bach 
the Liberty of his Conſciemte z or, {to ſpeak 
more mtelligibly) may worſhip God ac» 
cording to Tis Conſcience, 4. 4c. itt fach a 
way and manner as his Conſcignce (hisjudg- 
ing Faculty) judgech moſt acceptable ; 
provided alwayes, that he keep his Qpini- 
ons to himſelf, or to his Family, and make 
them a Rule only for his own private Prs- 
ice: But ifſuch a Man will go pabliſh bis 


| __ and entangle the-Conſciences of 


others, and ſeek to draw Diſciples after 


him, and make a Party, and cauſe Diwiſp- 


ons and Diſſentions amongſt his Majeſties 
Subjects, and trouble the Pablick,he is to be 
reſtrain'd, he is not to be tolerated. 


Obje@. * Will you alow the Magittrate toluny' 56. 
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The Caſe of 
nſw. ©By nomeans; But I believe it 
*is the Duty of Magiſtrates to keep men 
* from infecting their Subjefts with Soul- 
© deſtroying Errors, If thou haſt an Heze- 
© tical Opinion, have it to thy ſelf, and the 
Magiſtrate will not, nay, cannot meddle 
* with thy private Conſcience. But if thou 
© laboureſt to infe& others,with thy Grace- 
* deſtroying Opinions, I doubt not but the 
* Magiſtrate is bound to keep thee from 
© ſpreading thy Infeftion to the undoing 
© of the Souls of his Subje&ts. If he may 
*lawfully ſhut up a man that hath the 
* Plague upon his body, that he may nor 
*infect others ; Why not a man that hath 
* the Plague of Hereſie upon his Soul, that 
© ſo he may not deſtroy the Souls of Thou- 
© {ſands 2 Shall a Maſter in a Family have 
© power to put away a Servant that is 
* tainted with a groſs Opinion, and yet not 
© be called a Tyrant over that Servants 
« Conſcience ? And ſhall not the chief Ma- 
<oiſtrate of a Kingdom have Power to put 
© out of his Kingdom (ar leaſt to ſhut up 
© from doing hurt).one that is his Subje, 
© and polluted with Blaſphemous, Hereti- 
© cal Idololatrical Opinions 2 ' Is not the 

c _— the Magiſtazates Houſe and Fa- 
© mily £ 


© Theſe. 


C& ' PErzECuTION, 6F- 

< Theſe are the. means that: ate to. be. 

_ © uſedto cure the diſtrations of England, 
© The, Lord give -us grace to put them in 
« practice, 


But this and the other Party will reply ; 
- That eheyare neither Heyerical nor Turbs- 
tent ; and therefore what 1s all this dif- 
courſe to them * 


I Anſwer 3 No man muſt be Judge in his 
own Cauſe, every man therefore is to be 
ſuppoſed ſuch, that (when his place te- 
quures it) refaſeth (by publick Oaths, Sub- . 
ſeriptions, and Declarations) to give the 
Magiſtrate aſſurance that he is Orthodox 
and Peaceablc; 


* C Poſſibly they will all ſay, They are "Mr.New- 


© of the ſame Opinion with the Reformed- x.,... --- 
©Churches in Fundamentals as well as we, ever ty 
© and their differences are but in minutiori- go, © © 
©bxs. Now ſuppoſing this to be true (as it 
© may bein ſome of them) why do they then 
©tranſgreſs the Apoſtle's Rule * why do 
* they not; ik it be ih matters of leſſer mo- 
* ment wherein they differ from us;why do 
* not they keep their Opinions private, and 
f have their Faith unto themſelves, before 


Fc) F © God ? 
) 


P- 2I. 


-. ” 


*T7 ſup YA 


' Checeſſity of 1 


The Caft3 Wf 


< Got: why do they-uipori £q___ Bid 
e}niees* (if the Diſendes be 16 fl) 
« ithdtawy | from Comfinimnibs with = 
< and the reſt of the Churches, and 

© themſelves into diſtinct and epary 


©Chutrches ? - 


+ Had Ml hit Profeſs- the Gofpe 4: 8 
c Ke land, made. Conſcience to be of the 
c "A mind, and the ſame Judgment with 


' 


etheir Brethfen , and the teſt of the 


< Churches 'of 'Chriſt, as Fir as'pofiibly y 
e ahd Where they cahnot, white there's a 
ifferittp, had they made 
© Conſcience to keep "their Difſterices. 
« from appearing in Publick ; to have theit 
© private Opinions and Faith tothemlelves, 
* and not intangle the weak with their 
c doubtful Diſpu tations ; - fotbeafinns to 


Judge br 2eſvite thoſe that arenot oftheir 
© Opitiion, lovittg thety ſtill as Brethren, 


« hot cenſuring them 45 Prophane, Atiti- 
e chriſtiatr, Fighters ſt God; 'men-that 
e will wiltully ſhut their'cyes againſt the 
c Light ; battheſethings ('fay) 'beeh kt- 
< tended toon all hank] our Breaches had 
c never beeh fo great as-ndw they art; Hor 
c ſhould the lovers: Pref Truth Ari eace Talfe 
eaad fo much cauſeto Hrftentthem, 


© But, | 


7s SS © net EZ 
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PERSEEUSION, h 
-.E But, j O the deceitfulneſs of theheart i Mr.2-«- 
© of man ! Lirtle do many real'Separifts, 7,0%, 
« who cry againſt the ſpirit of Perſecution, 4»;/n:, 

£ ſaſpe& that the fame ſpicit is in chem 1/ EO 
< whence is Perſecution; Git from thinking 
c j11 of others, and abhorring them, or nor 
< loving them, Anddo nat you do ſo by 
© thoſe whom you cauſclefly ſeparate from? 
©x Who are they that i—_ their .Bre- *Mr. ew: 
© chren with the T "Ele Proud, Time-ſervers, on wt 
& Prelatisal, Tyrannical, Antichrittian ? And a+ 4 
£ what is thisleſs than Perſecution? 
© + Therefore thou art inexcuſable; Q man ” ge" 2 
E _— thay art thas judgett : or 12 hat 

udget another, thow condemneſt thy 

£ oo or: _ that jadgef aft eo things. 
.* 4nd why beholdeſt- thou the Mote that is 
© in. thy Brothers eye, but confederes not thet Nat, 7.3, 
© Beam that is in thine owneye © Or how wilt *© 
* phow fay to Brother, Let me pull out the 
© Mpote ont of thine eye ; and behy ; 4 Beam js 
Fin thine own eye ? Thou Hypoerite, firſt caſt 
© out the Beam out of thine own eye; and then 
£ uy thoe ſee clearly to caft out the Mote out 


F of thy Brothers oye, 


- Thave a fair occaſion (could I allow my 
elf the' liberty of its improvement)' to res 
rutn v0y Brethreng — upon their 
2 own 


"TT 


own: heads, by aſſuring them and Ibe- 
ſeech God to give them grace to conſider 
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as... 
- 


and bewail it) that the Perſecution, ſo much 


© complained of, lyes at their own Doors, 


they being not innocent Syferers, byt injus 
T10US Heereſſors. "T2" 
Theſe I know are very harſh and unplea» 


ſing words ; butthe Truth of them will ap® 


pear, when we ſhall have remembred, that 


there are more ſorts of Perſecution than 


*:45.41)- 988 ; Of which St. * Auguſtine thus informs; 
wir Eccleſ. Gravins perſequitur Filins Patrem male vi- 


ym pen vendo,quam Pater Filium caſtigando. Et gra- 


vins ancilla Saram perſecuta eſt per iniquans 
Superbiams, quam eam Sara per debitam Diſct- 
plinam. Et gravins Dominum perſequebantur 
propter ques dictum eft,z«lus domus tue comeatt 
NC, QUAam eos ipſe cam eornm menſas evertit;e 
eos flagello ds Templo expulit, There is,you 
ſee, Perſecution of the Tongue, and of an #7- 


_ regular Life, as well as of the Hand; and 


it my Brethren are not at preſent guilty of 
this latter ( whether through reſtraint , or 
their own good nature I ſhall not deter- 
mine) I am ſure the former is. their conſtant 
Practice. = 

For, to inſiſt only upon that, 'tis feven a- 
mazing to mention, what bitter Tauzts,rude 
Sarcaſms, unmannerly Feers, tabulous Sre- 
Yes, 


ries; (candalous Reproaches, are their daily 
exerciſe ; whereby th 


Souls, weaken the Hands, diſcourage ch 


\ 


Endeavours of their honeſt Orthodox Con- 
forming Brerhrez ;, Are not all Places, 'all 


Companies, all Occaſions ſufficient Witneſ- 
ſes of this Truth : | 


_. Really 'tis very ſad, ( and to be lament- 
ed with Tears) That the great Work of Re- 
ligton, the Preaching of the Goſpel, and the 
Salvation gf Souls, ſhould be thus obſtructed 
by theſe unfortunate practices. A 


- But I hope no faithful Son of the Church 
will be d:ſcouraged at theſe things, or int 
leaſtnegle& his Duty, though all he ad 
ſhould be offended at him, :_ The Rule, is 
fixt ; We muſt obey God rather than Map, 
'Tis our dear Lord's caſe, in. whom there 
was no Sin, neither was Guile found in his 
mouth, and yet. he.was*ccuſcd for a Wine- 


bikber, a Glutton, and that he had a Devil, ar:6. ro 
The * Diſciple is .not above Ins Maſter, no *+ 


the Servant ebove his Lord. 1t is enough fax 
the Diſciple that he be as his 
Servant as his Lord... If they have. called the 
Ma er of the houſe Bee!zebub, how much more 


{ball they call them of his houſhold 2 Fear then + 
| E 


3 not 


PERSECUTION, 6g, - 


ey vex the Righteows. 


Maſter, and the ; 


z 


The aſe e wm 
wot therefore : Far ot them which kill the 
Be, but are not able to kill the Soul ; but #4- 


ther fear Hime which is able to deſtroy both 
Body and Soul in Hell. ' 


- I hope what I have now ſaid will the 
full ſatisfaction to all ſuch as have nor by 
ſome partjal affe#jov or other , ales 
therhſelyes uncapable to eye it,' If men 
will JJut their 5zes; who can hdlÞ it t 
they ſee not the Sy. If men liſt to be cbh- 
tthirious, and will not be ſatisfied ; there's 
no remedy.- If they will ſuffer themſelves 
to be carxicd away "oh ſuch an high efts- 
n of font mtn, as to ſubjet rhem- 
; whally+ fo their Fadgments or Wits, 


WY 
' Fibres 
our ever queſtioning rhe truth of any 


thipg they == or the lawfalneſs of 'an 
they x ; What cart be wiit To 
pe 45"to &| Tits them : 4s 


"FF it ſhall. jet Ehrcher 5E replied, "That 


Wd. iekibly hd they are arcusd, there 


is nothing ele but Conſcience, and @ 
Fenſe of thely Pury, that could. fupport rl 
Poor men under_ theſe prefſares and trol: 
bles ; T muſt then thke theboltneſs, to x6 


mind them ( and I would 'not unchatita- 


ly cenſure, either them or any body eclfe, 
Goa 


PeRSRQUYT oO N: 
Gd) 'of bis great: marcy- forgive me, if T 
judge' amiſs )-that I am atraid , -belides 
Genfretrice and ſobfe of Duty, thay may have 
othee:Motives (which they are not willing 
to own publickly') why. they do not co- 


or m. 


_ *, When TI have firſt told them; I ſhall 


meet them at the Day of Judgment, I can 
chen with greater confidence aſſure the 
World ( what ſome: mens prejudice will 
nat ſuffer them to confider ) That che chief 
Reaſons why ſo many Non-conforms:/ts re- 
fuſe 3 abſcription arc theſe two: Their Cre- 
dt and their Intgxeft ; ſpringing from thoſe 
Roots of bitterneſs, Pride and Covetoufneſs. 


Firſt, Their Gredz#t and Reputation , 
Whenzein I am fully inſtructed by a /zarzed 
Perfon*: Who having p 


"it - - 
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this doubt: *Friendly 


Vathy did many of them deliberate ſo long,” 
wherher they fhoyld accept of Dignitics in-*4 N. C. 
the Church ? he thus adds : - « 4 bes 

« If it was ſo plain a bulineſs, that their :4. 


* Conſcience and their Covenant would not 
© let them conform, ane would think they 
©thould have profeſ it openly without any 
©more ado, And therefore I conclude, thar 
©Pauſe :and Deliberation was about ſome- 
© thing elſe ; not about matters of Corſct- 


E 4 ence, 


 TheCdſeef © 
£ ence, bat of Intereſt and Policy. As, Whe- 
© ther the People would take it well, and 
f not laugh at them, as ſo many Magpics 
© -ot upon a Perch? Whether it would nat 


< be a ſcandalous thing, that is, not for 


© their Credit and Reputation ? Whether 
£ they could not hold fuch a Party with 
© them in Nonconformity as would ballance 
< the Epiſcopal, and ſo torce them at leaſt ro 


e a Tokeration. In ſhort, whether they ſhould _ 
© not loſe the Aﬀections of their own Par- * 
* ty, which they had already made g' and - 


* win very littl- upon the Aﬀections of 04 
© thers, whom they had ſo gauch diſobliged 
© inthe late Troubles. Theſe were their 
© ſecret Debates in their Cabals; the 
«© weighty Points thac were tobe ſtated in 
C thofs Conſultations. ' You, Good man, 
'< think perhaps that they ſpent their. time 
<in Faſting, and ſeeking God to dirett their 
6 Conſciences. No, no: it was not: their 
« Conſcience, but their Gredit, which then 
« lay at .Stake — Becauſe I have heard 
« ſome of them acknowledg , they did not 
< (cruple what we dp, but thought -it -un- 
© handſom for th: to do it. Sometimes 
erhey put it in a more Religious Phraſe, 
© and ſaid, It would give a great Scandal 
.o the V/orld, wha would think the worſe 
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of 


PERSECA TEON, 

_# «of-the Profeſſion of Chriſtfanicy, Bur the. 
$ © meaning was in plain Emeliſb, that they. 
ic EIS confeſs their arr ras 
2 © co ſet up thoſe things in which they. 
3 ©hadraſhly. pulled Ar TEE A 
4 © can no, account be given of their Beha-' 
« viour ſince, in cherithing this Fancy a- 
23 *mong you ( or ſuffering it togrow) that 
* Conformity. is unlawful, unleſs it be this z 
«© That they think it will make more for 
© their Reputation among you, it you be- 
C lieve it was- Conſcience, not care of their 
© own Credit and Eſtimation, that kept 
' © them from conforming. Lo: 


If this-extellent Azzhor ſhall be\ cap- 
© demned as Apocryphal (and it is a very eaſy 
! Confutation to cry, Fie upon him, when 
* they are not ahle to anſwer his Arguments) 
! T ſhall then give them an Authority, for- 
! merly little leſs than Canonical. How the 
} Caſe ſtands with him at preſent I am whol- 
8 1y ignorant. - However ” 15 one that full 
well underſtands the Intrigues of his Par- 
ty; and therefore I do with the greater 
s confidence repeat his words. | 

< « It is fintul pride, and tenderheſs of 


73 


- Baxters 


© their own Honour, which maketh foie pefece of 


E men avoid their Duty, and wrathfully 
"8 * grudge 


ft be Prin- 
| cipleso 


Lyve.pa92. 


ik for it, beeauſe 

ml rea hm, thence take 

l rover them, 'or reproach | 

chem. Tmendo but ſ4y,'Wow are now | 
YnEoAts, and Time-ſe#ytrs,8 wheve is you? 

formation wow ? and yoil' re movy glad rs | 

c ts 4s wedo they think this Reefonicnough 7 

= they fhould forbear that "Communidr 

Worſbi which is thejt" Dity; $a F 

E -thelt belceraing ſelf denying hiible p r- © 

cfons 2 . Conld they ſuffer Death for- £ 

*Duty-ſake, that cannot bear ; A  Liefle Re- Q 

* ptoach for-it © © | 


« . bt 
.” 
+ 


6 Object. If we knew it were our Duty we 
would «fer for it. Anſw. But is it not | 


c ery ſufferirig and reproach; 'and in- | 
eaſt & ob others, which maketh you 
©rfiink It is 207 your Duty : And fo carnal | 
© Perſons uſe to 6. They will believe no- | 

ago be ED uty which they muſt | 
* ſuffer by. Let” Gods honot be-alteo you, | 
e 2nd your own be nothing, and you wilt 
© not mach ſtick arfuch things as/ thele. 7 


Ex gre $u0 —- This is witriels be yond ex- 
ception ; which is fo cloſe and wel urg'd, 
] ama very happily prevented: from any fur- 

HET. + enlargement, x 


P E L £5dbair wok. :% 
{Hs $ Hh deſir'd to conſider ; 


A Second _—_ why they I'S hiot Conform, "In 
2508 - 35 gheir. [tereſt ns ; 
gh 
hat the ge Raps Jeers of the Rs (whoſe 
y oliliged to 


is ww be taP 2adox. (it bg- 
liv tiſult their Inte- 

rovirg hawiiig poſ Tees thenle of 0- 

- the? .thens Prefer ' ; and | yes. 


Le —_— 165 s) the diſlatis- 
Ea in all E = b t they 


# 
1 
"4 
LM 
oy 
F, 


wh b. N > 3 


.# U BY PF If THO Vl > 4 MD, NG 


v0 
T3» > bers Va TS T-. . 2» ID Wo. 
> CF2 \ SASET AS. & + 


| Re the _—_ retodra oe fBd 
| eh to play Tairer Gatti) that the! 
were foly'd t6ftick to { en; a that 


their * Lan- 
w ready. if Provi- 
Ko it, even to leal 


ot ce 
pos vi were gfe bleed into ſuch kind- 
neſs, as gave grear encouragement to their 
FE reacherg to conjecture, thar they ſhould 
| be 


ws 


The C aſe ff | 
be no loſers by their Silence. As indeed 
they are not ; for, kg. 
Firſt, m many of them win more at | 
ſent from their Poty,than they could from 
the Church if they conform 4.” at 


Secondly, they retain- a Power and In- 
rereſt in their Party to prefer their confor- # 
ing Sous: For ſecing none ge a ; 
prefer'd; they 'will be much more / 
willing to preter Sor of Nonconformiſts || 
(whom they may have Reaſon to believe, | 


toconform outwardly rather than ex animo : 


rather to get an Eftate, than thar they love | 
or will really endeavour, the. preſeryation 
of the Government ) thart thoſs who are ex 
animo, and.truly conformable out of Con- 


ſcience. And this is ſych a piece of-Im- 


picty, as (were there ngt too much ground 
r the ſuſpicion ) T ſhould __ think any | 


Chriſtian could be guilty; of *For this 1 is 


evidently '( for baſe ſecular « ends and i inte- 
reſt) to owns and pleaſe the ſeduced Peo- 
ple ,as ſuch, eyenin them Errors ; and op to 

iſpleaſe and |difhey th glx Prince, andtheir 
God too, in' fobeyiog Fact juſt Laws 'and 
Coramands of their paths whom a 
kath Ko, "yer them, 


Ip”, m_ ks = _ 
ars LG = o + : 


» "2 
2» > 


J accounted much of the 
= which ended in thoſe dea 
Church and State. * The firſt impoſing of the* 5 er 


 _PrrSECWTION. 
. \ And now; if they will alow/us the liber- 
to complain, Is it not  a.{qd thing, thax 


*\. # Religion ſhould he at the top, where {wariee 


and Ambition lie at the bottom 5 Is itnot 
 cnough for theſe men to dote ' upon their 
own wild Farcies, by ſetting up a new Mo- 
del of Government and Diſcipline, never 
heard of till the laſt by-gox Centary ? Is it 
not enough, that for the betrer eſtabliſhing 
this Brat of their own Brain--they have in- 
volved 'three Kingdoms in Confuſion and 


£ Convulſions of 


Of ir oC tt- 


rick uſe of theſe Forms was the very thing 1;ugac. 
| that diſquieted theſe Nations, (taking in the t-7- 
* concomitant Ceremonies and Subſcription.) 


Is not this, and ſomething more that 
might be mentioned, enough 2 but muſt 
they nels draw in God, and: make bim a 
Party in the buſineſs as if the cauſe were 
his, as if in all they had ſaid or done, they 
had ſought nothing more than him and his 
Glory, nothing leſs then shemſetves and their 
own Injerejt * But whas a ſhame is this 

| ro 


Blood ; (For thus they tell me, + Theex- ;,,.,.x 
"3 cefſeve Daminion of the Hierarchy, with the of Engi.cu 
* rigorous Impoſition of humane Ceremonies, was greed 


—_ of former times, 0», p.403- 
ty 


- TheCaſe of 

to-truo Religion, that Confeucxce, the: Ho- 
weur of Goal, apid the vindicating of bi-Gips 
»y, ould be maye aſtale” to Defloyabey, ' $a 
eniledge, Sedition, Faftion, Revenge ox any 
other private delfign £ mothinks Duff. and 
Mſhes that we are; we ſhould trembleto 
make ſo bold with the Glory: of the great 
God of Heavea -and Earth, 'which is: he 
moſt Cacred thing in che World, as to ens | 
age Kt in ow! quarrels, aud to make it ſerve | 
ry hamors or ends, when and how we ! 
Ift. Yet foitis daily, and fo itever was, | 
andſoit everwill be, more or leſs, whilſt 
you know the old faying ::and what 2 world | 
of eryers and- miſchiefs men have been led 

_ into, under that wotso7. 


- But would rather theſe things were 2- | 
mended (than. .complain'd of: and 1 call } 
God to witneſs, the deſign of their Repe- |} 
tition is not. t0 exeſperate any man but to 
reformhun. The:hkeft Mechod to obtain 
which Reformation, is to perſwide theſe 
Diſſenters to reviſe their diiFates, and t6 
thank it poſſible - that -they have hitherto 
been-mrſtaken, T know how difficultly men 
are induc'd:tofefpet themſelves to be -in 
an Error ;- and that it is with our Brethrew 
herein 
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hevein'as with other men... may 

4ppear'in this.; ;that few of thewdwill-1a 7,9... 
wikhas beſtow the reading of choſe Books ſolums 
chav might-give them fatisfagtios.. _ ,|.;.i,, fs 


Fe iy this-Pride and Scliconceitedncſs [75 
char 48. the bane of the: Clutch, i Qufky conder- 


C 


Pride comerh Conteutian TalthnSolorwon, Peas 1c cn no 


#3; And ſolong a8 theſe. Brenkren &;the orum, Lib, 
opus ation axe impationr dl the\lealt ANN: Eoke au 


* diction, cannot brook to have their Opinions Pvis. 

gainſaid, their wild faxcies "eiedted, and 
their apparent exceſſes reprov'd: Ina word, 

: fo _ as they ſuffer themſelves to be 

! ſwayed with Paſſions, Parties or Intereſts, 


7 there's nogood-to-bedoneupon-them. - 


Bur could we once perſwade them (and 

% O that God would ſay Amer to our endea- 
* vours) tobe modeſf;,and humble ; and to 
S make that their buſineſs which is certainly 
their Duty ; that is to ſay, if they would 

| ſhudy guierzeſs more and Parties leſs; bear 
a juſt reverence to Aztiquity and to their 
Berterss allow2s favourable -a-vonſtrattion 
to things eſtabliſh'd as they are capable of; 
ſuſpect their ow# judgement, when it differ- 
eth from the publick ; ſubmit to Reaſon,and 
yeld when they are comvinced ; obey cheer- 
tully 


4 4 t 
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a. i The Caſe of | 
fully where they ay, and where they. deve 

-. not, ſafer without noiſe ; we mi n 

hope tor that happy «#10» of Proteſtants, 

which every good man heartily deſireth, 


Now the God of Patience and Conſolation 
grant us to be like-minded one towards another 
according to Chriſt Feſus, that we may with 
one mind, and oe: mouth plorifie God, even 
the Father of our Lord Feſws Chriſt. Amen, 


POSTSCRIPT: 

W s Aving now finiſh'd this little 
Treatiſe, I amalarm'd contrary 
'to my firſt intention, upon this 


following occaſion, to make ſome additio- 
nal Reflexions. 


| A Proteſtant Gentlewoman being marri- 

ed to a Roman-Catholick was highly ſolici- 
} tous ( and her Charity is very commenda- , 
{ ble) about his Ezermal Efate. Whereup- 


| on ſhe applied. her ſelf for Satisfaction to 


ſome Presbyterian Divines ( which Party 
{ſhe then much favour'd) who amongſt ſome 
other unſuicable diſcourſes, moſt unduti- 
fully reflefted upon the Church of England ; 
calling her Ceremonies Popiſb and Super/ti- 
+ows,telling thisGentlewoman that a ſet form 
of Prayer was Popiſh ; paxticularly, that 
our Lzturgy is Popiſh, and takenout of the 
Maſs-Book. Whereupon, having peruſed 
the Service of our Charch( which formerly; 
cither through prejudice, or the Dire&tion 
of thoſe Gu:des, ſhe wholly negle&ed) the 
is now filly: ſatisfied ; That there 1s no- 

. G thing 


Pref. Se. 
14. $.14- 


FT a; contained in it but 4-4 is ſound, 


embracing the Rowiy, hath ever'fince xe- 


POSTSCRIPT 


erthodox, and agreeable to holy S TING 


os therefore i if that þe Fa oY 
_ Tatho fonal to he a Papiſt 3 Y 
being quite wearied nd 95g di- 


urſes) 


ys. of with their impertinent ] 


fus'd the" Proteſtant C LA 


This matter of Fat: (which i iS no fojgn 
ed but a real Caſe) doth make it very 1ea- 
ſonable to tranſcribe the tollowing words 
of the Learn Biſhop! $ enderſon. | 


< IF th ey (meaning theſe Antcrimonie 
6 Brethren would be intreated to ſet boun 
* ro what they mean by Popiſh and Fer 
© by givingus a certain definition of it, W 
© ſhould the ſoonet either come to ſome 4- 
* areemext 6x, at leaſt underſtand our ſelye bo 
*and one andfher the berter, wherein 
how far we Wis —_ "hf clnrne 
Fit is*ta me a wo Pater: that if reafc on 
© not heretofore, yet the d ox ericy [ 
< theill conſdibients ſo vi Fi. Sn Ty. 
* ſhould not have'rau rag all this) mile 
© toconſider , what infleite fi ani e they 
C oive to the Royifh ſh patty to 


6 weak and wavering Souls, by EL 


"many 


© many things under the name of P 
© which 2 ro their andentandinge he 
« ſufficiently evidenced ; Soweto have been. 
caſted by the antient Chriftians long before. 
© Popery was hatched, ot but in: the egg 3 
: atit-t1 to have nothing of Superſtition or 
© 'Popery inthe, unleſs every thivg that 
<is, ufed in the Church of Rome become. 
<rhereby Popiſh and Superſtitious. — The 
chaving of Godfathers at Baptiſm, Charch- 
<ins of Women , Prayers at'the Burial of. 
e re Dead, Children asking their Parents. 
© bleſſitg, &c. which whilome were held in- 
© nocent , are now by very many thrown a-. 

*fide,as rags of Popery. Nay,are not ſome. 
gone ſo far already, as to caſt into tte 
fine heap, not only the ancient Hymn, 
© Gloria Patri, (for the repeating whereot 
*xlone ſome have been deprived of all their 
« Livelihoods) and the Apoſtles Creed, but 
«even the uſe of the Eird's Prayer it (elf * 
© And whar will ye do in the end thereof * 


. 2% oats i Bae kr : je A By "77 yy bs 
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&*.T beſeech them to conſider, how mighti- * yiq. 
ly(though #-wittingly;and I verily believe Pref: be- 
cmoſt 's) them wnwilngly) they promote fore 20 
©thelntereſt of Rome z whilſt they do with 7" $- 


*pery great violence ( but not with equal mY 
eppoditce) O poſe"againſt it ; {0 verifying 

tthat.of the iſtorian Poet, ſpoken in ano- 
©ther caſe; G 4 ' Oninis 


—v 


by 


POSTSCRIPT. 
© Omnia dat qui juſta negat. Lucan. 


<1 mean,incaſting out not Ceremonies only,. 
© but Epiſcopacy alſo, and Liturgy, and Feſti- 
vals out of the Church, as Popiſh and Anti- 
© chriſtian. Hoc Ithacus velu, If any of. 
©theſe things be otherwiſe guilty, and de- 
ſerve ſuch a Relegation upon any other. 
account (which yet is more than I know ). 
<farewel they : But to be ſent away ar 
barely upon thzs ſcore, that they are Popiſb, 
« and Antichriſtian , this bringeth in ſuch a. 
©plentiful harveſt of Proſehzes to the Fe- 
© ſuite, that he doth not now, as formerly, 
e gaudere intus ct in fing (laugh in his ſſeve.. 
©as we ſay) but yuw3 T5 x«pxay, openly 
and in the face of the Sun, triumph. glori-. 
© ouſly, and in every Pamphlct proclaim his 
c Victories to the World. | | 
© If you ſhall ſay; that the Scandal is ta- 
© kex'by them, not given by you; it is (to 
©a]l but your ſelves ) as much as nothing : 
©whillt the contrary 'is demonſtrable, and 
© that there'is in tkeſc very pretenſions a 
© proper { and, as I may ſay,a natural) tex- | 
© dency to produce ſuch effects as we ſee to 
+ have enſued thereupon, The truth where- 
* of will evidently appear. by ſtating the 
Caſe ths, Er PRIECR wt 
A 


POSTSCR IP.T. 

© A manotherwiſe ratiovaland conſcienti. 
©ous, but ſomewhar wavering in point of 
© Religion, ye! deliring in {incerity ofheart 
© to be of the tracy / ſbarch, if he knew which 
© were !tyhach (m-: Temptations offer d-him 
© by his Education, F riends, Books, the Con- 
, fuſions among ns, or otherwiſe, to incline 
ebitn towards the 7 hurch of Rome. Which 
© Temptations bing not able of himſelf ro 
*conquer, he repaireth to a Presbyterian 
© (ſuppoſe) or Independent ;' he acquainterh 
© him with his dewbts, and deſi reth ſatisfacti- 
© ox therein ; telleth him , among other 
© things, that he had a good. opinion of the 
© Church of E nland heretofore, whilſt ſhe 
© had Epiſcopal Government, and 4 well-form- 
© ed Liturgie, and did obſerve (hriſtian Fe- 
e * Fevals, and ſome kind of outward decency 
* in the worſhip of God, asall the Chnrches 
© of Chritt hadand did in the pureft and prin 
©mitive times ; but now that" all theſe 
© things are iid aſide, he muſt needs be of 
< another mind; unleſs they can fully fa- 
<kibfie him coneernins the Premiſſes. In 
| <chis Caſe, -I worry know . what pofſi 1- 
© ble Satisfaction fhch 2 man could receive 
«from citherof theſe, holding to their pri-t- 
<cipdes.. Totell him cheſe things were Po- 


*piſÞ; and therefore to be calt out of th- 
1. G 3 | Charch, 


POSTSCRIPT. 

© Charch, were the next way to- put him 
© quite off : he would preſently concludg{and 
< it is impoſſible he ſhould do atherwiſo, 
©being already ſo prepar'd as in the.Caſe 
<i5 ſuppgos/d)that certainly then that which 
<we call Papery isthe old Religion, which. in 
< the pureſt, amd primitive times was: proket 

< ſed mall Chriſtian (hurches throughout 
© the World, That only onqoy q&gyoncn 
< which.is uſually the /aft Reſerve inc theſe 
« Diſputes, That- the Mytery of Intqunity 
© began, to work betimes.,, will ſeem to 
© him but a ridiculous begging of the Aus 
< tion. ; and: he will tell. them, that every 
e Seitary, may ſay. the. ſame' to them 
<, Whereas the ſober. Englith Brotdſtant 
© is able: by the Grace' of God, with much 
« evidence. of truth, and without torſaking 
© his old Principles, to juſtifie the; Churh 
* Empland from all imputations.of. Heſre 
©-gr Schiſm, andthe Religion-thereokiaw- it 
< ſtood by-L.aw, eftabliſhed, from the like in» 
< putation of Novelty; andto;apply: pro» 
< per and pertinexs Anſwers; to all thei Of 
<jedjons of thoſe (wherher Papiſtc,or others) 


«chat,are contrary-minded,, ta the full @ 
\:15faction of allifuch, as have-notby Jone 
© partial affection. or. other rendred. them 
© ſelves uncapghle; to receive it © 3 : 


© For 


__ pOStSCRibrt: | 
EX Fgx 
* ſeg : 


© notwithſtanding all the diſadvantages of 
c theſe confuſed times : and of each of 
< theſe I am able to produce ſome Inſtances, 
© Byt I profeſs ſincerely, as in the. pre- 
E ſence of God, and before the World, that - 
©Ehive not known ( at leaſt Icannor call 
©to remembrance) ſo much as one ſingle 
© 2x45ple of aniy of this done by any of our 
« {nti-cerinionian Brethren, whether Preſ. 
© bterian os Independent. 5 
Thus that excellently learned Prelate ; 
whoſe words are ſo convincing, that they 
4dimit no' other: enlargement, but paſſio- 
nately ro bewail the (hurch of Entland, 
whoſe Koo rmation is thus unfortunately 
Red by theſe unſeaſonable c/amors, 
The which' complaint we have all juſt 
ee make (conſidering the dangerous 
| on we now” ſtand in) with the 
greateſt cnlargethent of Afﬀett;on ; were 
1t'not' more ſeaſonable to put ſome ſtop to 
thelt miſthiefs' than to lament them. 


G 4 Now 
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- Now the beſt Method to prevent. theſe 
Inconveniences for the future, is to ſet 
bounds and limits to the word Popery; 
whereby it may appear, when, or how 


farany Doitrine or Praitice may be truly: 
called Popyfh. > 


And this is moſt judiciouſly perform'd, 

*7/b; ſu- by the ſame incomparable Biſhop *. 
pro. hee 
© All thoſe Dodrines held by the modern. 
© Church f Rome, which ate either cantya- 
©ry tothe written Word of God, or but; 
© ſuperadded thereunto, as neceſſary points of 
faith to be of al! Chriſtians believed. un-; 
© der pain of Damnation ; and all thoſe 
< Superſtitions uſed in the worſhip of God, 
* which either are unlawful,as being contrary 
© to the Word, or being zot contrary, and 
© therefore arbitrary. and indifferent, are 
© made eſſentials, and impoſed as neceſſary 
© parts of Worſhip : theſe are, as Itake it, 
« the things whereunto the name of. Popery 
© doth properly and peculiarly belong..: But 
* as for the Ceremonies, uſed. in the Gharch 
© of Rome , which the Church of Emgland 
« at the Reformation thought fit. to. retain, 
*n:tas Eſſential or neceſſary parts of .God's 
e Service, but cnly as accidental and mu- 
_=_ table 
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ſome thier 0 $6 TE were then 
" laid afide, ſhe might not have lawfully 
"ſodone ; or why the things ſo retain'd 
* ſhould have been accounte &d Popif The 
« plain truth is this, --—- 


——_ 4 mW"— —_ _— — 


© The Church of England meant to make 

© uſe of her Liberty, and the lawful Power 
* © (he had (as all the Churches of Chriſt have, 
* or ought to have )| ofqrderiag Eccleſftafti- 
« cal Affairs here ; yet to do it with ſo much 
"prune and moderation, that the World 
© might ſee, by what was /aid afide, That 
< ſhe acknowledged no ſubjeition to the See of 
6 Rome ; and by what was retain'd, that ſhe 
« did not recede from the (hurch of Rome, 
© out of any Spirit of lier rd bur as 
© neceſſitated thereunto for the maintenance 
< of her juſt Liberty, The number of (e- 
6 remonies was alſo then very great, and 
* they thereby burthenſome ; and ſo the 
number thought fit to be /eſſened. But 
« for the choice, which ſhould be kept, and 


which 
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